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Dear Chairman Smith and members of the committee,

| am writing in favor of SB-0985 (Correctional Services - Immigration Detention Facilities
- Minimum Mandatory Standards), which provides for establishment of regulations
ensuring certain minimum mandatory standards governing the care, custody, and

conditions of civil detainees in immigration detention facilities.

We have seen the federal government rushing to create detention centers which results
in safety, health and environmental standards so inadequate that many deaths have
already occurred. Journalists and attorneys have reported that these black holes of
misery have extreme overcrowding, inhumane temperatures, inadequate water and
food and unsanitary facilities. Children are held in some of these facilities. Maryland has
an obligation to prevent this from continuing in our State. Maryland must act to
establish minimum mandatory standards of care to eliminate these concentration camp

conditions.
| support SB-0985 as a critical measure and ask that you vote in favor of this bill.

Thank you,
Philippa Gasnier



