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   (2/25)  

POSITION:  Support 

             

 

The Maryland Judiciary supports Senate Bill 715. The Judiciary fully supports Truancy 

Reduction Pilot Programs. These programs focus on children who (1) are required to 

attend school under Maryland law, and (2) do not regularly attend school, despite the 

efforts of school officials to engage the child and their parents with school. The goal of 

the program is to look at root causes of a child’s truancy and school disengagement, 

design and implement services that engage the child and family with the child’s 

education and increase the child’s participation and success in their education.  

 

No matter the reason why a child is not attending or avoiding school, not going to school 

may hamper a child for life. Youth who do not attain a high school education, for 

example, are more likely to experience poverty and to enter the criminal justice system. 

The Truancy Reduction Pilot Programs help get children back to school. It identifies why 

a child is not going to school and provides a child and parents with access to needed 

services.  

 



The Judiciary supports establishing a Truancy Reduction Pilot Program in Washington 

County with approval from the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Maryland, helping 

students stay in school and get needed support. 
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