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Bill No:  SB433 
Title: Family Law - Temporary and Final Protective Orders - Duration and Relief 
Committee: Judicial Proceedings 
Hearing:   February 10, 2026 
Position:  FAVORABLE 

 
The Maryland Legislative Agenda for Women (MLAW) is a statewide coalition of women’s groups and 
individuals formed to provide a non-partisan, independent voice for Maryland    women and families. 
MLAW’s purpose is to advocate for legislation affecting women and families. To accomplish this goal, 
MLAW creates an annual legislative agenda with issues voted on by MLAW members and endorsed by 
organizations and individuals from all over Maryland. SB433 - Family Law - Temporary and Final 
Protective Orders - Duration and Relief is a priority on the 2026 Legislative    Agenda and we urge your 
support. 
 
SB433 - Family Law - Temporary and Final Protective Orders - Duration and Relief would put 
Maryland in line with the majority of states which have longer than our current seven (7) days 
between temporary protection order hearings and final protection order hearings, as well as adding 
repayment of financial loss to the relief that can be ordered in a protection order. 
 
Key obstacles to a short timeline between a temporary protective order (TPO) hearing and a final 
protective order (FPO) hearing include the requirement to serve the respondent, court delays, and 
the time needed for all parties to prepare. In Maryland, a temporary order typically lasts for seven 
days after the respondent has been served, which is a tight window for all procedural requirements 
to be met. Forty-eight (48) states have a longer timeline than Maryland. Survivors are often 
managing many things in the immediate aftermath of assault or other form of domestic violence that 
can qualify them for an Order of Protection - immediate physical or mental health issue, help for 
traumatized children, relocation for safety reasons, seeking advocacy and other assistance. This was 
the most requested legislative effort asked for of lawyers and other advocates at a Maryland 
conference in spring of 2025.  
 
The other often-mentioned request was to provide that judge can order repayment for financial loss, 
such as replacing a cell phone, paying for health services, fixing a broken door, etc. Judges often think 
they are not allowed to order any relief other than what is in the statute, and our effort to add "any 
other form of relief" other than relief that a judge determines to be necessary to protect the 
petitioner's safety," which is limiting language, and may not cover some of the expenses incurred due 
to the violence. 
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Each year, approximately 500,000 women are physically assaulted or raped by an intimate partner. 
Three out of 10 women at some point are stalked, physically assaulted, or raped by an intimate 
partner. This bill would lengthen the time between the temporary protection order hearing and the 
final protection order hearing from 7 days to 14 days, allowing the petitioner to address immediate 
health, housing or other needs, as well as other issues for the final hearing, e.g., gathering evidence 
such as police reports, medical records, photographs, and text messages. It may also include securing 
legal counsel in time for the lawyer to prepare for the hearing, and time to arrange for witnesses to 
be able to appear. It will also give law enforcement more time to serve the respondent, which is one 
of the most frequent reasons to have to reschedule the final hearing.  
 
Adding the ability for the courts to order repayment for financial loss caused by the respondent will 
assist survivors to achieve economic independence from their abuser. 
 
For these reasons, MLAW strongly urges the passage of SB433.  
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MLAW 2026 Supporting Organizations 
The following organizations have signed on in support of our 2026 Legislative Agenda*: 

 

AAUW Anne Arundel County 
AAUW Kensington-Rockville Branch 

AAUW Maryland 
AAUW Garrett Branch 

American Association of University Women Howard County Branch 
Baltimore County Commission for Women 

Bound for Better, advocates for Domestic Violence and Sexual Abuse 
Campaign for Eneshal Galloway at Large Candidacy 

Carroll County Chapter NOW 
Crabs On The Shore 

Jack and Jill of America Western Maryland Chapter 
Maryland Coalition Against Sexual Assault (MCASA) 

Maryland Network Against Domestic Violence (MNADV) 
Maryland NOW 

Montgomery County Business and Professional Women 
Montgomery County Commission for Women 

Montgomery County Chapter, National Organization for Women 
National Association of University Women, Prince George’s County 

NAUW 
Postpartum Support International, Maryland 

Prince George's County Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. 
Self-Reflections: Social-Emotional, Behavioral and Advocacy Services, LLC 

Stella's Girls, Incorporated 
SUB&S LLC 

The Heart Nest 
The Rest Of A Life (TROAL) 

Top Ladies of Distinction, Incorporated, Patuxent River Chapter 
Unrooted Culture 

Women's Commission for Baltimore City 
Women's Equity Center and Action Network 

Women's Law Center of Maryland 
Zonta Club of Annapolis 

  
*As of 2/2/2026 

 


