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My name is Dana Goldsby, and I am a resident of Maryland. I am here today as Jamari’s aunt —
speaking from a place of love, loss, and an urgent need for change.

Jamari was my nephew. He was 18 years old — just beginning adulthood, just beginning to live. He
had plans, dreams, and a future that should have stretched decades ahead of him. Instead, Jamari’s
life was taken by a drunk driver — a choice that was reckless, preventable, and irreversible.

Our family will carry this pain for the rest of our lives. There is no way to fully describe what it feels like
to lose someone so young, so full of promise, to something that never should have happened. Jamari
did everything right. He was simply in the wrong place at the wrong time — and the system failed to
protect him.

Jamari’s death was not just a tragedy. It was a policy failure.

Drunk driving is not an accident. It is a decision. And when laws are not strong enough, enforcement is
inconsistent, or consequences are not sufficient to deter behavior, innocent people like Jamari pay the
price.

Jamari’s Law exists because preventable loss continues to happen. It exists because current measures
have not gone far enough to protect the public, to hold offenders accountable, or to stop repeat
behavior before lives are lost. It exists because families like mine should not have to bury loved ones
due to choices that could have been stopped.

This law is about stronger accountability for impaired driving, meaningful consequences that deter
reckless behavior, prevention instead of reaction, and honoring victims by closing gaps that allow this to
keep happening.

Jamari did not get a second chance. Our family does not get a second chance. No apology, sentence,
or statement can give us back the life that was taken. What we can do — what you can do — is ensure
that Jamari’s death leads to real change.

Passing Jamari’s Law means acknowledging that what we are doing now is not enough. It means
choosing to protect lives over convenience. It means saying clearly that driving under the influence will
not be tolerated, minimized, or excused.

Jamari’s name should not only be associated with how he died, but with how many lives are saved
because action was finally taken. His life mattered. His future mattered. And his legacy should be one
of protection, accountability, and justice.

I urge you to support and pass Jamari’s Law. Let Maryland be a state that acts before another family
experiences this pain. Let Jamari’s life mean something lasting.

Respectfully,

Dana Goldsby
[City/County], Maryland
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