
Dear Members of the Judicial Proceedings Committee, 

 

This testimony is being submitted in collaboration with Showing Up for Racial Justice Baltimore, a group of individuals 

working to move white folks as part of a multi-racial movement for equity and racial justice in Baltimore City, Baltimore 

County, and Howard County. I am a resident and community association leader in District 46, one of the most 

immigrant-dense communities in our state. The perceived safety of those immigrant communities is essential to 

the continued growth and vitality of the district, City, and State. I am testifying in support of SB0984 to add 

zoning requirements for private immigration detention facilities. 

 

The bill SB0984 would prevent the operation of any immigration detention facilities unless the applicable zoning 

regulations explicitly allow these facilities.  

 

All human beings have fundamental rights and dignities that must be respected.  Unfortunately, in detention facilities run 

by private companies, the requirement to respect the rights of the incarcerated is in direct conflict with the profit motives of 

those running these facilities. This is especially likely to be true when private companies are allowed to convert 

warehouses or other buildings not intended to house human beings into detention centers. In 2025, conditions in 

immigration detention facilities declined, with “worsening and substandard medical care, growing complaints of abusive 

conditions, and documented extensive violations of detention standards.”1 These problems are expected to continue in 

2026 as increasing demand for detention space continues to outstrip supply. Zoning regulations can help prevent these 

abuses from being perpetuated in Maryland. 

 

Although Maryland has not experienced the same level of concentrated ICE action that we have recently seen in 

Minneapolis, recent moves by ICE to purchase and convert warehouses into detention facilities raise concerns that such a 

“surge” may be planned for Maryland.2 Our state has a duty to safeguard our immigrant neighbors, and that must include 

making all possible efforts to prevent the establishment of new detention centers to fuel the ongoing terror campaign. 

Allowing the construction of such facilities in communities, alongside the schools, parks, and houses where people are 

trying to live their lives, furthers this fear and makes it even more constant. 

 

It is for these reasons that I am encouraging you to vote in support of SB0984. 

Sincerely, 

John Preston Ford 

529 S East Ave 

Baltimore, MD 21224 
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