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Dear Honorable Chair Smith, Vice Chair Waldstreicher, and Members of the Committee,

The National Domestic Workers Alliance (NDWA) offers favorable testimony in support of SB
245 - Public Safety — Immigration Enforcement Agreements — Prohibition.

The National Domestic Workers Alliance (NDWA) works to win the respect, recognition, and
labor rights of the nearly 2.5 million domestic workers—nannies, house cleaners, and homecare
workers—who play a crucial role in caring for our families and homes. Domestic workers
perform vital tasks that enable all other work to happen. They are the caregivers who look after
our children, the cleaners who maintain our homes, and the care providers who help our loved
ones live with dignity and independence. While the National Domestic Workers Alliance is a
national organization, our DMV chapter is a locally operated, membership-based organization
covering the geographical area of Washington DC, Maryland, and Virginia.

Most domestic workers are at the heart of some of the nation's most significant issues due to
their identities and roles: they are primarily women—many of whom are women of color,
immigrants, mothers, and low-wage earners. Their lives are directly impacted by policies that
shape the future of our economy, democracy, and society. And unfortunately, right now, many
domestic workers are facing uncertainty and fear due to the current presidential administration’s
attacks on immigrant communities.

At its core, SB 245 is about upholding Maryland’s values - fairness, dignity, and justice for all.
This bill affirms that our state should not be in the business of tearing families apart,
undermining public trust, or diverting state and local resources into federal immigration
enforcement. Instead, Maryland should remain focused on community safety, due process, and
equal treatment under the law by prohibiting immigration enforcement agreements such as
287(9).

We are hearing from many of our immigrant members in Maryland that they are living in fear.
They are scared to go to places that many of us take for granted, like grocery stores and public



transportation hubs.

The 287(g) program has a documented history of racial profiling, discrimination, and wrongful
detention. It diverts local law enforcement away from their primary role of protecting public
safety and erodes trust between law enforcement and immigrant communities. When trust is
broken, community safety suffers.

For these reasons, NDWA urges the Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee to issue a
favorable report on SB 245.
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