February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sandra Crovo, and I am Deaf. I live in Calvert County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

Calvert County needs one in California MD R/C Lexington Exchange Movies to provide Open
Caption.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Sandra Crovo
SCrovo07@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rachel Dailey and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,
Rachel Dailey

rachel.dailey@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Amy Dauphin, and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Amy Dauphin
amydauphin@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Gabrielle Davis, and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

It makes sense to have access when I go to any movie theatres in the State of Maryland!
Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB

259.

Sincerely,

Gabrielle Davis
GDavis3115@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jerome Davis, and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

My wife is Deaf and I want to take her to any accessible movie theater in the State of Maryland.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Jerome Davis
GDDavisl4@aol.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Tamera Deem, and I am Hard of Hearing. I am not a Maryland resident.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Tamera Deem
tamera.deem@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Stephanie Demarest, and I am Hearing. I am not a Maryland resident.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

It is important to me that people with all abilities have access to enjoy movies. Why should
someone who cannot hear, or has other problems processing from auditory input alone, be
limited in their enjoyment, when there is such a simple solution?

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Stephanie Demarest
sdemarest@greenamerica.org
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Chris DeSomma, and [ am Hard of Hearing. I live in Carroll County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Chris DeSomma
chrisgt67@yahoo.com

8 /50



February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Meredith DeSomma and I am Deaf. I live in Carroll County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Meredith DeSomma
mdutchy81@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sarah Burton Doleac, and I am Deaf. I live in Calvert County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Sarah Burton Doleac
sarah.doleac@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Katrina Drake, and I am Hard of Hearing, a person with a neurodivergent, auditory
processing disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

My husband and I seek movie theaters that allow captioning not only to support the Deaf
Community, but also because I need captioning to enjoy my experience. I love to be able to
watch a movie without needing to ask what's happening.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. [ appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Katrina Drake
kathryn.faye007@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kassandra Drammeh, and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

Growing up in my house, captions were a standard. On every TV show, movie, etc. it was always
something we used - to ensure that my mom was included in family nights the same as everyone
else. My mom is hard of hearing with her hearing fading with time. She has been through many
experiences going out to see a movie with the old school head phones for louder sound (not very
helpful when the issue is quite literally not that she needs you to yell at her) OR the closed
caption mirror which only worked a handful of times IF the captions were good, and IF the
theater had it as an option. This meant, we didn’t often go OUT to watch movies with my mom,
and had to wait till things came out on DVD or streaming (in current days). Nowadays it is a
little better but still needs the improvements listed here in this bill - so when we decide to watch
anew movie, it’s accessible to ALL, and there doesn’t have to be a choice to watch the movie in
four months or hope she “gets the gist” from lip reading. We all deserve access to art and cinema
and truly, open captions are LONG overdue!.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Kassandra Drammeh
kassandra.drammeh@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Tanya Duckett-Brennan, and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

Maryland is such an exceptional state, a shining star for the country, in so many areas. Open
Captioning Movies is an area, however, where we can do better. Maryland needs to do better for
its hearing impaired and neurodivergent residents.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Tanya Duckett-Brennan
tdbrennan04@yahoo.com

13 / 50



February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Astrid Ecker, and I am Hearing. I live in Washington County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

I use closed captions in my own time to help me focus on what's occurring, but more
importantly, everyone should be able to go see a movie regardless of whether or not they can
hear.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB

259.

Sincerely,

Astrid Ecker
donutmtb@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Carina Edington, and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Carina Edington
carina.g.edington@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is John Edington, and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

John Edington
john.d.edington@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Tindra Edington, and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Tindra Edington
tindra.edington@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mark Ehrlichmann, and I am Deaf. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Mark Ehrlichmann
2servegod@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is JoAnn Elliott, and I am Hard of Hearing and a person with a neurodivergent,
auditory processing disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

JoAnn Elliott
elliott.tilden@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Corinne Emanuel, and I am Hearing. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

I am an Interpreter Training Prep (ITP) student at the Community College of Baltimore County
and training to be an interpreter to the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (HOH). I believe it is time to
provide Open Caption Movies to the Deaf and HOH group so they may enjoy this source of
entertainment access like the rest of the American hearing population.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. [ appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Corinne Emanuel
coremanuel@aol.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Akilah English, and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

I express my strong support for SB 259, which would require movie theaters in Maryland with
four or more screens to regularly offer open captioned movies.

Open captions are essential for Deaf and Hard of Hearing people, including those who do not use
assistive devices, as well as for seniors, multilingual viewers, children learning to read, and many
others. These bills promote accessibility, equity, and full participation in public life without
placing an undue burden on theaters.

Ensuring consistent access to open captioned movies allows Maryland residents to enjoy films
with dignity and without barriers.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. [ appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Akilah Engish
aenglish7@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Jared Evans, and I am Deaf. I live in Montgomery County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

I enjoy going to the movies but am often frustrated by the limited screening times and dates. This
bill will help make movies more accessible.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Jared Evans
Jjnevans@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Shane Feldman, and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Shane Feldman
shanefeldman@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Roy Fernandes, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

I support the second Open Captioning bill because it finally includes small movie theaters with
fewer than eight screens, especially in Western Maryland and on the Eastern Shore, where deaf
people are often left without any access. The first bill was an important step, but this one ensures
equal access statewide, requires theaters to comply with the law, allows fines when they do not,
and creates an office where complaints can be filed. Accessibility should not depend on where
you live or how big a theater is.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Roy Fernandes
royfern@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Sherry Fernandes, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

I support the second Open Captioning bill because it finally includes small movie theaters with
fewer than eight screens, especially in Western Maryland and on the Eastern Shore, where deaf
people are often left without any access. The first bill was an important step, but this one ensures
equal access statewide, requires theaters to comply with the law, allows fines when they do not,
and creates an office where complaints can be filed. Accessibility should not depend on where
you live or how big a theater is.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Sherry Fernandes
sherryaryafern@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Diane Fleming, and I am Hard of Hearing, a person with a neurodivergent, auditory
processing disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

I have bilateral AMD, CPEO (mitochondrial myopathy) and lack of depth perception as well as
difficulty hearing (neurosensory hearing loss, hyperaccusis, etc and mobility problems.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Diane Fleming
dofleming1 @gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Rachel Ford, and I am Hearing. I live in Anne Arundel County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

This bill is important to me because I have Deaf and Hard of Hearing family and friends that
need access to the movies. Every time I go to the movies with friends that need the captions, the
arm/cup-holder captioner dies, they miss part of the movie to get a new one, and they have to
look down to see the captions. It is much more seamless and accessible to have open captions. |
also benefit from captions. When I am fatigued they help me stay in the story and focus. Please
support this bill to make the movies a place of connection for all MD residents.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Rachel Ford
rachelford120@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Charlotte Fritts, and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Charlotte Fritts
cfritts@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Maribel Gérael and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

I am a hearing person who has Deaf family members who will benefit from this program
providing them equal access to this service.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,
Maribel Garate

mgaratephd@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Raymond Garrett, and I am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing
disorder, or similar medical condition. [ am not a Maryland resident.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week..

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

I have difficulty enjoying the movie theater without open captions, and my Deaf partner who
lives in Maryland can not enjoy the movie theater at all. If there were open captions we could
enjoy the movies together and with our Deaf friends!

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. [ appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Raymond Garrett
ray.w.becker94@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Bernadette Gaskin, and I am Hearing. I am not a Maryland resident.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Bernadette Gaskin
bernadettemgaskin@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Peter Gattle, and [ am a person with a neurodivergent, auditory processing disorder,
or similar medical condition. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

I just struggle to follow any visual media I consume without the help of captions. I find myself
having to rewatch things to fully get what’s happening/character motives and others.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Peter Gattle
gattle.peter@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Marla Gibson and I am Hearing. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Marla Gibson
jmsk@verizon.net
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Bianca Giosa, and I am Hearing. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

Accommodations that benefit and improve accessibility for the disabled benefit every member of
our society.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Bianca Giosa
bianca.giosa@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Delois Gist, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Delois Gist
dbgist@icloud.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is H. Mitchell Goldberg, and I am Deaf. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

I preferred using open caption rather than the device closer to my face so I can enjoy the whole
movie with captions.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

H. Mitchell Goldberg
hmitchg@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Emily Golden, and I am Hearing. I live in Carroll County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

As someone who works with various neurodivergent groups and deaf individuals, having access
to open captioning that this bill proposes would be a huge opportunity and great way for
communities to become more accessible and inclusive.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Emily Golden
emi.golden18@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Yulia Goldfarb and I am Hard of Hearing, a person with auditory processing
disorder, or similar medical condition and a person learning English as a second language. I live
in Montgomery County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Yulia Goldfarb
tangolife2020@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Shelby Graves and I am a person with auditory processing disorder, or similar
medical condition. I live in Baltimore City.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

I am neurodivergent and rely on captioning to assist with my comprehension of dialogue during
routine meetings and while watching films/television. My husband is an army veteran who is
hard of hearing as a result in his military deployment to Afghanistan. We would both greatly
benefit from - and be more likely to purchase tickets to - movie theater showings with dedicated
open captioning showtimes. We love to support our local theaters, but the access challenges we
experience do mean we are currently more likely to opt for a movie at home. This would be a
game changer for us and would make a world of difference for our DHH friends and colleagues.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Shelby Graves
shelbygraves.mph@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Lawrence Gray, and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

Captioned movies need to be available at all times everyday, not limited to certain hours on
certain days. Assistive devices such as captioning glasses and others are bulky, heavy, and,
oftentimes, do not work. This often leads to frustration and missed viewings.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Lawrence Gray
graystorm@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Michael Graziano, and I am Deaf. I live in Harford County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Michael Graziano
mikey25@sudsburg.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Casey Greenberg, and I am Hearing. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

I saw Avengers Endgame in movie theaters twice and thought Clint Barton’s daughter was
named Violet. Only after I watched it at home with captions did I learn it was actually Lilah. If
more open captioned showings were available, I could’ve understood on the first watch. Also, I
enjoy theaters where the audience audibly reacts (laughing, cheering, etc) and having captions I
think makes people less afraid of doing so because they’re not worried about drowning out
important dialogue.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Casey Greenberg
wolfanaticasey@gmail.com

42 / 50



February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Carol Griffith, and I am Deaf. I live in Caroline County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Carol Griftith
cjonmobile@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Eddie Griffith, and I am Deaf. I live in Caroline County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

Enjoy watching captioned movies freely without using a special cupholder device.
Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB

259.

Sincerely,

Eddie Griffith
muskygriff6 1 @gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Mark Griffiths, and I am Hard of Hearing. I live in Frederick County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

This bill will allow me to have access to public theaters.
Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB

259.

Sincerely,

Mark Griffiths
liebestod77 (@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Amber Hajek, and I am Deaf. I live in Prince George’s County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

It's accessible for everyone including people who can hear. They don't miss out on what they say.
Better than buying expensive devices for the Deaf we rely on access. Open captioning on every
movie gives the same rights as people who can hear.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Amber Hajek
anhajek1@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Stephanie Hamilton, and I am Deaf/Hard of Hearing. I live in Prince George’s
County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Stephanie Hamilton
h6031@yahoo.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Danae Hampton, and I am Hearing. I live in Prince George’s County. .

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Danae Hampton
dgriff5500@aol.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Kathyrn Harrington, and I am Deaf. I live in Howard County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

I want to feel at home at the theater/movie.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Kathryn Harrington
kathrynwch@gmail.com
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February 3, 2026

Judicial Proceedings Committee

2 East Miller Senate Office Building
State Capitol
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Judicial Proceedings Committee:

My name is Anya Harjung, and I am Deaf/Hard of Hearing, a person with a neurodivergent,
auditory processing disorder, or similar medical condition. I live in Cecil County.

I am writing to request your support for SB 259 — Places of Public Accommodation —
Captioning, sponsored by Senator Carl Jackson. This bill requires certain motion picture houses
with fewer than eight screens to provide open captioning for at least two screenings each week.

Captioning, also known as same-language subtitles, is beneficial to everyone who watches
videos, including children, adolescents, college students, and adults. Over 100 empirical studies
have shown that captioning improves comprehension, attention, and retention of the material.
Captioning is especially valuable for people watching videos in a non-native language, for
children and adults learning to read, and for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Most importantly, this bill ensures that communities can enjoy equal access to movies without
needing devices or other methods, just as others do when attending a film.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. I appreciate your support of SB
259.

Sincerely,

Anya Harjung
cripplepunk161@protonmail.com
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