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| am submitting this testimony in favor of SB0245. | am a Maryland resident, and importantly a
concerned citizen ashamed and horrified by the antics of the federal immigration forces terrorizing
the public. Maryland must take a stand and prohibit state and local law enforcement from assisting
agents in federal immigration enforcement activities. The bill seeks to ensure that state and local
resources are not used to enforce federal immigration laws, thereby protecting the rights and safety
of all residents, regardless of their immigration status. Additionally, the bill prohibits the state, local
governments, county sheriffs, and their agents from entering into immigration enforcement
agreements with federal authorities (287(g) agreements) while mandating the termination of any
existing agreements by July 1, 2026.

By limiting the involvement of state and local law enforcement in federal immigration enforcement, the
bill aims to build trust between immigrant communities and law enforcement, encouraging cooperation
and reporting of crimes. This can lead to safer communities overall. Furthermore, the bill ensures that
state and local resources are focused on public safety priorities rather than federal immigration
enforcement, promoting a more efficient and just use of resources. There is no jurisdiction in the state
that has extra funds to allow their police force to participate in federal immigration enforcement
without compromising the services they are obligated to provide.

| support this bill and other legislation that treats law-abiding immigrants with the fairness all
Marylanders deserve. | believe that by prioritizing the well-being and rights of every resident, we can

foster a more inclusive and secure community for everyone.

| look to elected officials to ensure a FAVORABLE report in committee.



