
 

 
 Testimony of Daniel Sagrera, State Policy Manager, Brady, Support for SB 160 

Before the Maryland Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee  
 
Chair Smith, Vice Chair Waldstreicher, and distinguished members of the Senate Judicial 
Proceedings Committee, 
 
Founded in 1974, Brady takes a comprehensive approach to freeing America from gun violence 
by working to change the laws, change the courts, and change the culture across the country. Our 
organization today carries the name of Jim Brady, who was shot and severely injured in the 
assassination attempt on President Ronald Reagan. Brady continues to uphold Jim and his wife, 
Sarah’s, legacy by uniting Americans across the country in the fight to end gun violence. To this 
aim, the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence encourages legislators to support SB 
160.  

Gun dealers play the critical role of gatekeepers to those wishing to acquire a firearm. Their 
conduct has a direct bearing on whether guns are diverted to the illegal market through straw 
sales or theft, or made available to individuals who would harm themselves or others. Theft of 
guns is a common channel through which legal firearms become illegal weapons, and it is the 
responsibility of Gun dealers to ensure that their businesses are not susceptible to theft. Gun theft 
is on the rise, and the threat of stolen guns to public safety is substantial. Nearly 175,000 
firearms were reported “stolen or lost” by dealers between 2004 and 2011;1 burglaries from 
dealers increased 48 percent, and robberies increased 175 percent between 2012 and 2016.2 Most 
stolen guns are recovered in connection with a crime near the location where the theft took 
place.3 ATF has expressed concerns about persistent theft from licensed dealers in 2018, calling 
it one of the agency’s primary “external challenges.”  

This legislation is critical to the assistance of the Maryland State Police in their goals to regulate 
Gun dealers and track down stolen guns. This bill strengthens oversight in Maryland to ensure 
that State Police have the tools they need to properly conduct oversight over Gun dealers and 

3 Freskos Brian, Missing Pieces: Gun theft from legal owners is on the rise, fueling violent crime across America, THE TRACE (Nov. 20, 2017) 
available at  https://www.thetrace.org/features/stolen-guns-violent-crime-america/.torecentthe Maryland must take reduce funding for the ATF 
further  

2  Parsons Chelsea & Vargas Eugenio Weigend, Stolen Guns in America: A State-by-State Analysis, CENTER FOR AMERICAN PROGRESS 
(Jul. 25, 2017) available at https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/guns-crime/reports/2017/07/25/436533/stolen-guns-america/.   

1 Review of ATF’s Federal Firearms Licensee Inspection Program, Evaluation and Inspections Division, Office of the Inspector General, U.S. 
Department of Justice (April 2013), available at https://oig.justice.gov/reports/2013/e1305.pdf.  
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keep track of the dealers that have had security compromised. The support offered to the State in 
increased oversight of firearms dealers is even more important in the face of an incoming Trump 
administration, which has pledged to further reduce funding for the ATF. It is crucial that 
Maryland take this step to ensure its firearms dealers are operating responsibly and providing 
notice to Maryland State Police within a reasonable time.  

Conclusion 
As firearm thefts have increased across the country and within the state of Maryland in past 
years, Marylanders have experienced major surges in both fatal and non-fatal shootings with 
tragic consequences. The epidemic of gun violence across Maryland necessitates commonsense 
procedures in place to help law enforcement conduct oversight, which SB 160 provides. Brady 
urges legislators to support SB 160 to help prevent gun violence in Maryland and will help 
save countless lives. 
 
Sincerely, 
Daniel Sagrera 
State Policy Manager 
Brady  

 


