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My name is Dr. Cassandra Crifasi. I am an Associate Professor of Health Policy and 

Management at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, the Co-Director of the 

Center for Gun Violence Solutions and a member of the Maryland Handgun Roster Board. This 

testimony represents my opinion and does not necessarily reflect that of Johns Hopkins 

University. I am a longtime firearm owner who has hunted and still actively participates in 

recreational sports shooting. I am also one of the nation’s leading experts on firearm policy and 

violence prevention. I am sorry I cannot be there in person today but will be available to answer 

questions following the bill hearing.  

Maryland’s Handgun Roster Board was established in 1988 to serve as a gatekeeper for safety, 

ensuring firearms sold or transferred within the state meet certain requirements. The Board 

helped to keep cheap, poorly made handguns off the street. However, since the Board's 

inception, firearms and accessories have undergone significant advancements, making it 

imperative that the Board modernize to keep pace. 

My primary concern is the Board adding to the roster short-barreled rifles and shotguns, and 

weapons that, when altered with a conversion kit, function similarly to assault weapons. 

Maryland prohibits the transport, possession, sale, offer for sale, transfer, purchase, or receipt of 

assault weapons to reduce the frequency and lethality of mass shooting incidents. Allowing 

short-barreled rifles and shotguns and weapons that function similarly to banned assault weapons 

to pass through the Board as ‘handguns’ creates opportunities for especially lethal firearms with 

large capacity magazines (LCMs) to be available to civilians.i ii iii iv v The Board is provided 

minimal guidance in evaluating handguns that can, with the addition of accessories, be 

transformed into banned firearms.vi This is further complicated by multiple, and often 

conflicting, definitions of a handgun.vii viii  

Maryland’s Handgun Roster Board was established to serve as an arbiter of safety standards, but 

it has fallen short of fulfilling its intended role. It is time to update the process to clearly 



distinguish between handguns and short-barreled rifles or shotguns to protect our communities. I 

support the favorable passage of HB 1339. 
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