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The League of Women Voters supports the 10th Amendment to the US Constitution which 
affirms that states have primary policing powers within their borders.  Case law, moreover, 
asserts that the federal government cannot compel states to enact or enforce federal regulatory 
programs such as the US Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 287g Program.  
Maryland, therefore, has the right to prohibit law enforcement agencies throughout the state 
from entering into or continuing 287g agreements with ICE. To do otherwise would be to funnel 
state and local resources into a federal agenda and away from a principal duty of these 
jurisdictions - to ensure public safety.   
 
HB0444 categorically prohibits state and local law enforcement agencies and their employees 
throughout Maryland from entering into new immigrant enforcement agreements with the federal 
government and stipulates that the termination provision in all existing agreements must be 
exercised no later than July 1, 2026.  These provisions are in line with positions long held by the 
League of Women Voters. 
  
Therefore, the League of Women Voters of Maryland, a member of the Maryland Immigrant 
Justice Table and representing nearly 2,000 citizens throughout Maryland in its own right, 
strongly urges you to issue a favorable report.  
 

https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/bill-of-rights/what-does-it-say
https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/can-the-u.s.-government-compel-states-to-enforce-immigration-law
https://www.ice.gov/identify-and-arrest/287g
https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2024-12/ImpactOnIssues_2024-FINAL-DIGITAL.pdf

