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Thank you, Chair Bartlett, Vice Chair Davis, and members of the committee, for this 

opportunity to testify in support of House Bill 130. For the record, my name is Michelle 

Karczeski, Clerk of the Circuit Court for Harford County.  

 I support HB 130 because deed fraud has been increasing in the state of Maryland. We 

need to find ways to combat this problem. A task force will help identify the underlying issues 

and propose solutions to prevent Marylanders from becoming victims of fraud. Clerks of the 

Circuit Court are responsible for recording deeds in the state of Maryland, and we have a 

vested interest in not recording fraudulent documents. 

 I ask for a favorable report on HB 130, and I would like to thank Delegate Ruff for 

sponsoring this bill. Thank you for the opportunity to comment, and I am available if you have 

any questions. 


