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The Maryland Legislative Agenda for Women (MLAW) is a statewide coalition of women’s groups and individuals
formed to provide a non-partisan, independent voice for Maryland women and families. MLAW's purpose is to
advocate for legislation affecting women and families. To accomplish this goal, MLAW creates an annual legislative
agenda withissues voted on by MLAW members and endorsed by organizations and individuals from all over
Maryland. HB83 - Family and Law Enforcement Protection Act is a priority on the 2026 MLAW Agenda and we
urge your support.

HB83 - Family and Law Enforcement Protection Act aims to strengthen firearm transfer requirements within
civil court proceedings for protective orders, with specific provisions that benefit survivors of domestic
violence, particularly women, who are disproportionately impacted.

In the United States, 4.5 million women report being threatened with gun violence by an intimate partner, and
nearly one million have been shot by an abusive partner. The presence of a gun in a domestic violence
incident increases the risk that a woman will be killed by five times. FBI data reveals that over 600 women are
shot and killed by intimate partners each year—one every 14 hours.

In Maryland, inadequate enforcement of firearm removal from prohibited individuals poses serious safety
risks. Despite laws mandating disarmament for individuals with protective orders, pretrial conditions, or
certain criminal convictions, enforcement gaps leave many survivors vulnerable. When someone becomes
legally prohibited from possessing firearms—whether due to a criminal conviction or a domestic violence
protective order—they must comply with the law and surrender their firearms. This is especially urgent in
domestic violence cases, where a respondent not in custody may pose a significant threat of using a firearm to
harm or kill a family member or intimate partner. While the Giffords Law Center rates Maryland’s gun safety
laws highly, with an A-, the lack of comprehensive firearm relinquishment laws remains a critical gap in this
framework. Strengthening these laws and enforcing them effectively are essential to safeguarding victims of
intimate partner violence.

This bill would mandate firearm removal at the temporary order stage, building on current policy, which
requires mandatory removal at the final stage, to establish a layered safety net. Further, it would require
immediate firearm transfer when an individual is legally prohibited from possession, with clearer follow up
protocols. Finally, this bill would require the domestic violence protective order process to build out the
record on the presence or absence of firearms so that law enforcement has probable cause to proceed to a
search warrant when appropriate.
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This approach closes dangerous gaps in the system, helping protect women from potentially lethal situations
during the most volatile times in a domestic violence case. Immediate firearm transfer requirements
significantly reduce the risk that an abuser will use a firearm to harm, threaten, or kill.

For these reasons, MLAW strongly urges the passage of HB83.
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MLAW 2026 Supporting Organizations
The following organizations have signed on in support of our 2026 Legislative Agenda*:

American Association of University Women-Anne Arundel County
American Association of University Women-Kensington-Rockville
American Association of University Women-Maryland
American Association of University Women-Garrett Branch
American Association of University Women-Howard County Branch
Baltimore County Commission for Women
Business and Professional Women — Montgomery County
Bound for Better, advocates for Domestic Violence and Sexual Abuse
Campaign for Eneshal Galloway at Large Candidacy
Crabs On The Shore
Jack and Jill of America Western Maryland Chapter
Maryland Network Against Domestic Violence
Montgomery County Commission for Women
National Organization for Women, Carroll County Chapter
National Organization for Women, Montgomery County Chapter
Postpartum Support International - Maryland
Prince George's County Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc.
Postpartum Support International, Maryland Chapter
Self-Reflections: Social-Emotional, Behavioral and Advocacy Services, LLC
Stella's Girls, Incorporated
SUB&S LLC
The Heart Nest
The Rest Of A Life (TROAL)

Women's Law Center of Maryland, Inc.

Top Ladies of Distinction, Incorporated, Patuxent River Chapter
Unnrooted Culture
Women's Commission for Baltimore City
Women's Equity Center and Action Network
Zonta Club of Annapolis

*As of 1/23/2026
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