BILL NO: House Bill 83

TITLE: Family and Law Enforcement Protection Act
COMMITTEE: Judiciary

HEARING DATE: January 29, 2026

POSITION: Favorable

The Maryland Network Against Domestic Violence (MNADV) is the state domestic violence
coalition that works to lead diverse community partners toward the common purpose of
reducing the occurrence and impact of intimate partner violence. MNADV urges the COMMITTEE
to favorably report on HB 83.

House Bill 83 is the result of the work of a workgroup comprised of organizations whose mission
it is to reduce gun violence, and of which the MNADV was a member. Marylanders to Prevent
Gun Violence and the workgroup issued a White Paper in late 2024 about gun violence and
domestic violence.! From that work this bill arose. HB 83 is an attempt to provide guidance to
the courts and law enforcement on how to hold protection order respondents accountable to
surrender their firearms if a protection order is issued against them. The White Paper is replete
with data that shows that the link between domestic violence and guns is quite literally, deadly.

There are three major components to HB 83. First, House Bill 83 creates a list of questions on the
petition for protection from abuse. It is an expansive set of questions, and we laud the goal of
learning everything possible about a respondent and his gun ownership, including, if they know,
whether the alleged abuser has a license or permit to carry. The fundamental question is does
he/she have guns? If so, do you know where they are or where he/she keeps them? We also
think it is extremely important that courts must take their responsibility to have respondents
surrender guns seriously and ask every petitioner about guns®. Having this information in the
petition for protection will bring this issue to the fore for judges, as well as support finding
probable cause, if necessary, in a scenario where Respondent does not surrender the guns.

Second, our protection order law (MD. Code Ann. FL Section 4-501 et seq.) already requires the
mandatory surrender of firearms upon the grant of a final protection order. HB 83 would expand
that to a mandatory surrender of firearms at the temporary protection order phase if court

1 https://mdpgv.org/wp-content/uploads/8324/11/A-Safe-Haven Policy-Paper-November-8324-.pdf

2 See https://nredvf.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/NCPOFF1.pdf




grants the order. Research show that the time of separating from the abuser is often the most
dangerous time for a victim®.

The third component of HB 83 creates accountability for the respondent to comply with a court
order and surrender their guns. It clearly explains respondents” obligations if they own guns that
must be surrendered. It has timing requirements and well as requirements that the respondent
attest to the court that they do not possess any firearms. It creates a mechanism to hold
respondents accountable if they fail to surrender their guns within a certain amount of time and
gives law enforcement or prosecutors power to pursue the surrender of the guns. Currently,
efforts to hold respondents accountable vary across jurisdictions, but all survivors deserve
safety, and one of the most important ways to achieve that safety is removal of firearms from
those who pose danger to the petitioner.

Attached to our testimony are charts with statistics about domestic violence homicides in
Maryland from 2019-2023. From 2019-2023, of the 237 domestic violence homicides on our
state, 75% were with the use of a gun.

For the above stated reasons, the Maryland Network Against Domestic Violence urges a
favorable Report on HB 83.

3 See https://stoprelationshipabuse.org/educated/barriers-to-leaving-an-abusive-
reIationship/#:":text=The%20better%20question%ZOis%Z0%E2%80%9CWhv,75%25%20increase%200f%20vio|enc
e%20upon
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