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IN OPPOSITION TO​
​

House Bill #710: Criminal Law - Display of Obscene Material to Minors 
 
To the Chair, Vice Chair, and esteemed members of the House Judiciary Committee: 
 
Trans Maryland is a multi-racial, multi-gender community power building organization for 
Maryland’s trans community. In that capacity we work with transgender young people all across 
the state, as well as their families, friends, and classmates. For the past half decade, we have 
seen unprecedented attacks on queer youth across the country, at both the state and federal 
level. One of the most common forms of these attacks are attempts to prevent LGBTQIA+ youth 
from accessing library materials that represent them. 
 
On its face, House Bill 710 would expand the state’s criminal law prohibiting the display or 
distribution of obscene materials to minors so that it covers schools—especially school 
libraries—in addition to newsstands and other commercial businesses. In addition, the bill would 
also add “drawing” and “illustration” to the definition of covered items.  
 
While this sounds unobjectionable in the abstract, this bill must be viewed in the context of the 
current political environment. House Bill 710 is the latest of a series of attacks on libraries and 
librarians, especially those who seek to ensure the inclusivity of their collections. It is part and 
parcel with book bans—including the one attempted last year by the Harford County Board of 
Education of the award-winning graphic novel Flamer—designed to threaten schools into 
preemptive compliance by threatening school principals with fines and even prison time. 
 
Despite the fact that proponents of censorship like to throw around the word “obscene” about 
books like Flamer, it is crucial to note that it is exceedingly rare that a work attacked as obscene 
actually meet the state’s definition. Under existing law, obscene means: 
 

(i) that the average adult applying contemporary community standards would find that 
the work, taken as a whole, appeals to the prurient interest;  
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(ii) that the work depicts sexual conduct specified in subsection (b) of this section in a 
way that is patently offensive to prevailing standards in the adult community as a whole 
with respect to what is suitable material; and  
(iii) that the work, taken as a whole, lacks serious artistic, educational, literary, political, 
or scientific value.  
 

Critically, Maryland law treats works as obscene only when the work, taken as a whole, “lacks 
serious artistic, educational, literary, political, or scientific value.”  
 
Unable to demonstrate that the works they don’t like qualify as obscene—because they 
objectively do not—the proponents of House Bill 710 instead seek to change the rules, so that 
the threat of fines and imprisonment might bully school officials into removing books from the 
shelves regardless of the state’s legal standard. We cannot let this stand. 
 
For these reasons we urge an unfavorable report on House Bill 710. 

 


