
 

 

FAVORABLE 

 
The Maryland Association for Justice (MAJ) supports HB 650 (the Maryland Uniform Public 
Expression Protection Act) to modernize existing law and to make Maryland law consistent 
with nationwide SLAPP statutes and the Uniform Public Expression Protection Act.  
 
The purpose of this proposed legislation is to protect First Amendment free speech rights 
guaranteed by the United States Constitution. When citizens speak out against wrongful 
conduct or laws, sometimes individuals who take issue with their speech file meritless 
lawsuits as a deterrent to free expression, known as “SLAPP” lawsuits (strategic lawsuits 
against public participation). The UPEPA protects individuals from SLAPP lawsuits, which 
are intended to suppress free speech. 
 
Why is it necessary to modernize Maryland law? As can be seen in the attached chart from 
the Institute for Free Speech, Maryland’s current law rates the lowest in protecting 
freedom of expression, earning a score of only 10 out of 100! Only five states score under 
50. In contrast, 27 out of 35 states score between 85 and 100.  
 
In 2020, the Uniform Law Commission (ULC), a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization of state 
commissioners on uniform laws, promulgated the Uniform Public Expression Protection 
Act (UPEPA) as a model anti-SLAPP statute. (www.ifs.org/anti-slapp-report/#The-Uniform-
Law). In the past 5 years, at least 14 states have adopted the UPEPA. 

 
By adopting the UPEPA, HB 650 fixes weaknesses in existing Maryland law, including but 
not limited to the following:  

1) Eliminates defendant’s need to prove that the plaintiff was acting in “bad faith” by 
filing the SLAPP lawsuit, instead focusing on whether the plaintiff intended to suppress 
speech;    
2) Expands breadth of application to any communications with government; 
3) Makes it quicker and more economical to challenge a SLAPP suit by providing 
special preliminary motions and a stay for expedited relief; and  
4) Establishes limited discovery rights. 

 
HB 650 replaces Maryland’s outdated anti-SLAPP law and protects free speech by 
discouraging meritless suppressive lawsuits, creating appropriate remedies, and bringing 
Maryland into congruity with many other States.  
 
The MAJ urges a FAVORABLE Report. 
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