HB309 Judicial Facilities - Stops, Detentions, and Arrests — Limitations
House Judiciary Committee
February 2, 2026

Testimony on House Bill - Favorable

Dear Honorable Chair Bartlett, Vice Chair Davis, and Members of the Committee:

|, Catherine Morrison, a resident of Howard County, am writing to offer favorable testimony in
support of HB309- Judicial Facilities - Stops, Detentions, and Arrests — Limitations

Ever since | saw the footage of the distress that Kilmar Abrego Garcia and his family suffered
when they had to go back to the courthouse to “check-in” in December, | felt like | had to do
something! | have signed up to attend Migrant Accompaniment Training this Sunday to learn
how to provide both practical and emotional support during ICE/ISAP check-ins and court
hearings. By volunteering to accompany migrants, | hope to show solidarity and help to ease the
anxiety of interacting with the dehumanizing immigration system. My presence may help
reduce the likelihood of detention and if the person with me is detained, | might help by
keeping relatives, supporting organizations, and/or lawyers informed. |fear that the
administration’s policy has forced immigrants to choose between attending mandatory hearings
and risking arrest or missing court and facing an automatic deportation order. This is an
untenable choice that | fear has led to a surge in absenteeism, undermining the integrity of the
entire immigration court system.

| believe that this bill will help make my “job” a bit easier. Because it will prohibit a person from

being stopped, detained, or arrested for certain civil offenses while the individual is in a judicial

facility or is traveling within 1 mile of a judicial facility for the purpose of attending a meeting, a

hearing, or another official proceeding in the Judicial facility this bill may lessen the anxiety that
that undermines the justice system by discouraging victims and witnesses from attending.

Other states are filing or have passed similar legislation similar to HB 309 and | urge you to
Vote in favor of HB309 for Maryland
to protect the rights of all residents and support the integrity of our judicial system.
Respectfully,

Catherine C. Morrison



