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Social Work Advocates for Social Change strongly supports HB 572, which will create a 
non-lapsing fund to supplement the state’s efforts to prevent, mitigate, or repair harms 
caused by climate change. The fund will be filled by the Attorney General’s (AG) Office 
fining fossil fuel companies with market values greater than $1 billion for unlawful conduct, 
like fraud and deception, they have engaged in that have harmed Marylanders’ 
environments. The fund will also pay for the costs of investigating climate perpetrators and 
disbursing funds. Establishing the Climate Crimes Accountability Fund will help bring 
justice to Marylanders harmed by climate change.  
 
HB 572 applies practical justice by fining fossil fuel corporations for their unlawful 
actions and using money generated from those fines to help alleviate climate harms to 
Marylanders. Without accountability and justice, these companies will continue to profit, 
while Marylanders suffer health and monetary damages from the flooding, i,ii extreme heat, iii 
and air pollution iv that fossil fuel corporations’ illegal actions have worsened. Climate 
damages disproportionately affect historically marginalized groups. v,vi By funding projects 
that address climate damages in the communities most affected by them, HB 572 helps 
ensure that Maryland complies with Environmental Article 1-701.  
 
Environmental Article 1-701 states that Maryland will seek to provide “equal protection 
from environmental and public health hazards for all people regardless of race, income, 
culture, and social status.” As such, Maryland needs funding to mitigate the floods that pose 
outsized threats to some of our poorest counties like Somerset and Alleghany, vii and cost 
Baltimore more than $2 million annually. viii Maryland needs funding to lessen the climate 
threats exacerbated by city infrastructure, like extreme heat, which is deadliest to seniors and 
young children,ix and coal-induced asthma hospitalizations, whose rates are three times 
higher in Baltimore neighborhoods like Brooklyn and Hawkins Point than elsewhere.x 
Maryland needs funding to reduce the air and noise pollution in Lothian.xi And Maryland 
needs funding to address saltwater intrusion on the Eastern Shore, which has devasted more 
than 70,000 acres of forest along with many Black-owned farms. xii Ameliorating damages 
like these requires significant investment, which HB 572 will help to secure. 
 
Investing in climate infrastructure is fiscally responsible; it will improve people's lives 
while saving the state money. In the last 45 years, climate damages—not accounting for 
ongoing health damages, personal inconvenience, loss of human life—have cost Maryland 
between $10 billion and $20 billion.xiii As extreme climate events intensify, the damage they 
cause will worsen, the repair costs will rise, and—without responsible legislation—Maryland 
and its residents will be on the hook. HB 572 would reverse the trend of Marylanders 
paying for climate damages by compelling the companies that cause them to ameliorate 
them, thus fortifying Maryland against future climate damage. Moreover, prevention and 
mitigation efforts funded by the bill will keep Maryland on track to reduce its greenhouse 
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gas emissions as outlined in the Climate Solutions Now Act. As such, the Climate Crimes 
Accountability Act will stave off costly litigation for Maryland’s not complying with its 
law.  
 
Marylanders expect their government to comply with their own laws; moreover, they 
should expect that corporations doing business here obey the law. HB 572 will 
simultaneously empower the AG to procure funds to improve Marylanders’ environmental 
safety and health, and investigate lawbreaking companies, which increases corporate 
transparency and accountability. Marylanders want this legislation. In fact, according to a 
representative sample, a majority of Marylanders report that their opinions of their 
legislators would improve if they supported legislation that compels large fossil fuel 
companies to pay for infrastructure projects in the state.xiv 
 
Because it will enhance Marylanders’ environmental safety, put our state in compliance with 
our laws, and improve corporate transparency and accountability, Social Work Advocates 
for Social Change urges a favorable report on HB 572.  
	
Social Work Advocates for Social Change is a coalition of MSW students at the University of Maryland School of Social 
Work that seeks to promote equity and justice through public policy, and to engage the communities impacted by public 
policy in the policymaking process.	
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