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March 9, 2026 

 

The Honorable Sandy Bartlett, Chair 

House Judiciary Committee 

Room 100, House Office Building 

Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

cc: Members, Judicial Proceedings Committee 

 

Re.: HOUSE BILL 1198 SUPPORT LETTER 

 

On behalf of your constituents, whom  I have represented throughout the State of Maryland, 

I support House Bill 1198, which is designed to protect survivors without adequate legal 

remedies under existing law when harmed by debt created through fraud, coercion, or 

manipulation. 

 

For example, under the Fair Credit Reporting Act (“FCRA”), victims of coerced debt have, 

in theory, a process avenue to dispute certain debts pursuant to its structure with the credit 

reporting agencies.  However, recent case law holds that victims may not generally use the 

FCRA to assert claims that amount to legal issues about a debt and its enforceability against 

a borrower.  Instead, victims in these circumstances must pursue other remedies—just like 

those proposed in House Bill 1198—before seeking relief under the FCRA related to 

credit reporting.  So, what results from this conundrum and evolving case law, as confirmed 

in a federally funded study of Texas women, existing debtor-creditor law works in fewer 

than 10% of cases involving coerced debt.  See Exhibit 1.  So greater, statutory rights—

like those proposed in HB 1198—are necessary to protect victims and allow them to get a 

fresh start.    

• No victim should have to resort to bankruptcy to avoid a debt they were 

coerced into taking, as narrowly described by HB 1198, as bankruptcy would 

trap them into the dangerous relationship.  A bankruptcy would also only add 

more penalties and negative consequences for ten or more years and remove coerced 

debt restores survivors’ access to credit, employment, and housing—critical steps 

toward long-term safety and self-sufficiency. 
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• Coerced debt is a documented form of domestic and economic abuse.  Financial 

service companies should not be able to further abuse victims when they use unsafe 

and unsound practices to advance credit that should not have been advanced in the 

first instance.  Under HB 1198, creditors retain the ability to pursue the person 

who actually incurred the debt, ensuring legitimate debts can still be collected 

from the responsible party and NOT the victim. 

 

• HB 1198 creates a clear, fair process for survivors to challenge coerced debt. 

The bill allows survivors to seek a court declaration that a debt was coerced, 

obtain injunctive relief stopping collection, and require removal of coerced debt 

from credit reports. 

 

• If Texas can protect victims of coerced debts without its financial market 

collapsing, Maryland can do the same by passing HB 1198. 

 

I urge you to protect victims of coerced debt and please VOTE FAVORABLY ON HB 

1198.      

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

 

Phillip Robinson 

HB 1198 Support Letter  
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Typewritten text
Exhibit 1 to Consumer Law Center
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