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HB 924

SUPPORT

Women'’s Liberation Front SUPPORTS HB 924 which prohibits online platforms
from knowingly issuing, selling, delivering, distributing, transferring, disseminating,
creating, or developing child sex abuse material and allows a cause of action to be
brought forward by parents or legal guardians of a minor who is depicted in child
sex abuse material against an online platform that violates these provisions.

Women’s Liberation Front is a national nonpartisan 501(c)(3) nonprofit that works to
restore, defend, and advance the rights of women and girls. Today, pornography is
an omnipresence'? that is extremely harmful to girls and women as a sexual
conditioning tool that eroticizes and normalizes violence against women and
children. Decades of minimizing the harms of pornography, dismissing it's
prevalence, and debating or ignoring the precedent of Miller v. California that set
limitations on “obscenity” as not protected speech under First Amendment rights®
has brought us to a place where policymakers are only just now reckoning with how
widespread harmful content, like child sex abuse material, is online due to the
mainstreaming of pornographic content.

Despite viewing, possessing, and distributing child sex abuse material being federal
crimes, child sex abuse material online has expanded, from 3,000 reports made in
1998, to 100,000 in 2008, to 1 million in 2014, and 18.4 million in 2018 with 45
million videos and images being flagged as “child sex abuse material.”* In 2023, the
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children reported that the CypberTipline
received 36,210,368 reports of suspected child sexual exploitation.® Further, child
sex abuse material is a massive multibillion industry. One video file of child sex
abuse material and child exploitation can go for $1,200 US. With an estimated 300
million children being exploited annually through technology, the industry of child
sex abuse is massive.®

The UN has reported on the acceleration of image-based sexual abuse and the
expanded enterprise of humiliation, terrorism and violence against women and
children through artificial intelligence (Al).” A recent study found that Grok Al
created 3 million sexualized images in under two weeks with 23,000 of those
images depicting children.?
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Though some argue that the creation and dissemination of child sex abuse material
through Al is a harmless alternative to filmed or photographed child sex abuse, the
psychological harms of Al on victims whose likeness has been used resemble those
of children who’ve experienced child sex abuse in real life such as fear, anxiety,
hypervigilance, loss of trust, and long-term professional harm.”® Also, 85% of
people who have been convicted of possessing child sex abuse material have also
committed hands-on crimes against children,® so in the clear majority of cases, the
crime of possessing and viewing child sex abuse material does not end at having
access to visual material.

There is also the pressing issue of normalizing the abuse of children for sexual
gratification. Problematic escalating behaviors among pornography consumers are
not uncommon.'®'" After the novelty of one type of pornography wears off, people
will seek more novel forms of pornography to get the same gratification as they did
from less extreme content to the point of sexual dysfunction.'>'® As psychiatrist and
author of The Brain That Changes Itself, Dr. Norma Doidge, stated:

“Pornography satisfies every one of the prerequisites for neuroplastic change.
When pornographers boast that they are pushing the envelope by introducing new,
harder themes, what they don’t say is that they must, because their customers are
building up a tolerance to the content.”™

Candid qualitative evidence indicates there has been a shift towards acceptance of
harmful behaviors directed at children. A study analyzing 13,292 reddit comments
relating to child sex abuse material found that reddit users expressed disagreement
on whether pedophilia is a crime, suggestions that child sex abuse material offers a
“healthy release” to adults who want to have sex with children, disagreements on
what constitutes as a minor, and whether depictions of teenagers was any different
than adult women.'® Such anonymously held exchanges demonstrate that many
people already see sexual behaviors with children as a “gray area” instead of
harmful to minors who are easily manipulated by adults. These opinions should not
be taken as negligible hypotheticals or dismissed as attitudes that are unlikely to
have any impact on public criminality. Desensitization and normalization of children
being depicted in sexual situations encourages public acquiescence to the sexual
abuse of children.

HB 924’s provisions to hold tech platforms accountable and emphatically prohibit
such content creation under threat of a civil suit will help staunch the flow of
exploitation at the root. Tech platforms cannot prioritize monetization and profit over
the safety and health of women and children.
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Women’s Liberation Front encourages Maryland’s general assembly to vote YES on
HB 924 to mitigate the harm being done on tech platforms through artificial
intelligence.

Sincerely,

Women'’s Liberation Front
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