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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:   House Judiciary Committee 

FROM:  Legislative Committee 

Suzanne D. Pelz, Esq. 

410-260-1523 

RE:   House Bill 847 

   Criminal Law – Fraud – Possession of Residential Real Property 

DATE:  February 11, 2026 

   (2/17)  

INFORMATIONAL COMMENT PAPER 

             

 

The Judiciary respects the separation of powers doctrine and acknowledges the policy-

making authority of the legislative branch. As such, the Judiciary has no position on the 

policy aims of this legislation. 

  

The Judiciary only writes to note that the bill places a judicial function—determining 

lawful possession of real property—in the hands of law enforcement. In this regard, the 

bill bypasses existing procedures without the ordinary due process consideration or 

judicial review. 

 

cc.  Hon. Frank Conaway 
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 Kelley O’Connor 


