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The Maryland Judiciary opposes House Bill 1044 only to the extent it takes away judicial 

discretion.  

 

By prohibiting the courts from releasing a defendant after conviction pending sentencing 

or exhaustion of appeals, the bill infringes on the courts’ discretion.  The Judiciary 

believes it is important for judges to weigh the facts and circumstances for each 

individual case when making a determination.  Provisions that place restrictions on the 

judge prevent the judge from considering factors unique to the case.   
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