Dear Members of the Judiciary Committee,

This testimony is being submitted by Showing Up for Racial Justice
Baltimore, a group of individuals working to move folks as part of a
multi-racial movement for equity and racial justice in Baltimore City,
Baltimore County, and Howard County. We are also working in

collaboration with Out for Justice. | am a resident of District 43b. |
am testifying in support of HB113 Criminal Procedure -
Expungement of Records - Resisting Arrest and Making a False
Statement to a Law Enforcement Officer.

BALTIMORE

Showing Up for Racial Justice

This bill would add resisting arrest and making a false statement to

a law enforcement officer to the list of misdemeanor charges eligible

for expungement. Currently, these are two charges of the approximately 1200 charges that exist, of which
about 125 are currently eligible for expungement. These two charges often appear alongside others; the
“unit rule” means that even if other charges in a case are eligible for expungement, the presence of a
resisting arrest or false statement conviction will prevent any of the eligible charges from being expunged.

Those who have met the requirements of their sentence including probation, parole, fines, community
service, etc. should be able to have an opportunity to return to society and move on with their lives, free
of the stigma of convictions they have moved past Those who have criminal records will often experience
obstacles to employment, housing, public financing, licensing, and education. If they cannot access these
things, their options are extremely limited, which is not congruent with allowing them to successfully return
to society after they've served their sentence. Neither resisting arrest nor making a false statement to a
law enforcement officer, both misdemeanor charges, should be a conviction a reformed and returned
citizen has to carry for the rest of their life. Both should be made eligible for expungement.

It is for these reasons that | am encouraging you to vote in support of Criminal Procedure-
Expungement of Records-Resisting Arrest and Making a False Statement to a Law Enforcement
Officer HB113.

Thank you for your time, service, and consideration.

Sincerely,

Theresa M. Hoffman

803 Seaword Rd., Towson, MD 21286
Showing Up for Racial Justice Baltimore



