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TO: Chair Bartlett, Vice Chair Davis, and Members of the House Judiciary Committee
FROM: Molly Burger

State Affairs Manager, Johns Hopkins Center for Gun Violence Solutions

750 E Pratt Street, Baltimore, MD 21202

DATE: March 11, 2026

RE: HB 1608 Public Safety — Firearms — Storage Requirements

I am a Maryland resident and a member of the law and policy team at the Johns Hopkins Center
for Gun Violence Solutions. This testimony represents my opinion and support of HB 1608 and
does not necessarily reflect that of Johns Hopkins University.

The Center for Gun Violence Solutions at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health
conducts rigorous scientific research to assess the effectiveness of strategies to curb gun
violence. We advocate for policies supported by strong evidence, and secure storage laws like
HB 1608 are one of our top policy priorities due to their demonstrated effectiveness at reducing
all forms of gun violence.

HB 1608 and Secure Storage in Maryland

HB 1608 would fill critical gaps in Maryland’s firearm storage laws. Currently, Maryland does
not have a general secure storage requirement and only prohibits persons from leaving firearms
where a minor is likely to gain unsupervised access (referred to as a child access prevention or
“CAP” law). While important, the existing CAP law leaves open significant gaps: It depends on
a gun owner’s awareness of a minor’s likelihood of access, and it does not cover unauthorized
access by persons other than minors, which poses similar safety risks. Strong safe storage
policies like those proposed in HB 1608 place a physical barrier between a firearm and any
unauthorized user who may be at risk of harming themselves or others, whether intentionally or
accidentally.

HB 1608 would establish a general safe storage requirement, taking any guesswork out of the
equation by requiring all gun owners to securely store firearms whenever they are not in use or



being carried on one’s person. It specifies what qualifies as a secure storage depository,
including that it must be incapable of being opened without an unlocking device and able to
prevent unauthorized access once locked. HB 1608 also provides that compliance with secure
storage requirements is an exception to liability under the CAP law. These provisions will help
ensure that firearms are secure from all unauthorized access, not just from unsupervised minors.

Strong Secure Storage Laws Effectively Address Gun Violence

More than half of all U.S. gun owners—including 55% of gun owners with children in the
home—do not practice safe firearm storage.! An estimated 82% of adolescent firearm suicides
involve a gun belonging to a family member,? and approximately 74% of school shooters access
a firearm from either their own home or the home of a friend or relative.?

Safe storage laws are among the most well-studied and evaluated state gun laws. Numerous
studies show that these laws are associated with reductions in rates of all forms of gun violence,
including firearm homicide, suicide, unintentional shootings, and overall youth violence.*

Safe storage laws also help reduce gun theft, which poses a major public safety risk. Data
indicates that more than 350,000 firearms are stolen annually.’ And gun owners who own more
than six firearms and do not securely store one or more of those firearms are twice as likely® to
experience firearm theft compared to peers who securely store all of their firearms. As stolen
firearms are nearly nine times as likely’ to be recovered at a crime scene, storing firearms
securely helps reduce the flow of guns to criminal markets and prevent people from acquiring
firearms who cannot obtain them legally.

Maryland has made significant strides in addressing gun violence, but too many families
continue to lose loved ones to gun violence, including by unintentional shootings and firearm
suicide. Requiring all gun owners to securely store their firearms when not in use is one of the
most important steps that the State can take to prevent these tragedies.

I respectfully request a favorable committee report on HB 1608.
Sincerely,
Molly Burger

Molly.Burger@jhu.edu

443-618-2482
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