Written Testimony in favor of HB309 Judicial Facilities —
Stops, Detentions, and Arrests — Limitations
House Judiciary Committee

February 2, 2026
Dear House Judiciary Committee Members,

My name is Lorette Vetusi and | am writing to provide favorable testimony in support of
HB209 Judicial Facilities — Stops, Detention, and Arrests — Limitations.

| am strongly in favor of this bill which would prohibit federal ICE agents from arresting
immigrants who are attending their mandatory court hearings, meetings and check-ins
with Immigration and Custom Enforcement.

The current directive issued by the Trump administration forces immigrants to choose
attending required court hearings and risking arrest versus missing court hearings and
facing automatic deportation. | have been hearing terrifying accounts of ICE arresting
and detaining immigrants law-abiding immigrants who entered the US legally and are
trying to comply with all of the check-in rules for their immigration cases.

This is not a fair and humane choice for immigrants to have to make, and it has not
surprisingly led to an increase in absenteeism.

| like that HB 309 would prohibit an immigrant from being detained and arrested for
certain civil offenses while this person is inside a judicial facility or en route to one, for
the purpose of attending a meeting, a hearing, or other type of official proceeding. It
would also make any evidence gathered at the detention or arrest inadmissible in court,
and it would allow the state Attorney General to file a civil claim against an ICE officer
who detained or arrested an immigrant in bad faith.

This bill makes good sense as it encourages immigrants to comply with judicial orders
and it supports the integrity of our judicial system. I’ve heard that other states have
passed similar legislation or are in the process of doing so, and | strongly believe that
Maryland should follow suit.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Lorette Vetusi

2900 Sedgefield Court
Fallston, MD 20147



