
 

TO:​ ​ Delegate J. Sandy Bartlett, Chair 
​ ​ Delegate Debra Davis, Vice Chair 
​ ​ Judiciary Committee Members 
FROM: ​ Maryland Legislative Latino Caucus 
DATE:  ​ 2/19/2026 
RE: ​  ​ HB0890 - Family Law - Child Abuse and Neglect  

Investigations (“Know Before They Knock” Family Right to  
Notice Act) 

 
The MLLC supports HB0890 - Family Law - Child Abuse and Neglect Investigations (“Know 
Before They Knock” Family Right to Notice Act) 
 
The MLLC is a bipartisan group of Senators and Delegates committed to supporting legislation that 
improves the lives of Latinos throughout our state. The MLLC is a crucial voice in the development of 
public policy that uplifts the Latino community and benefits the state of Maryland. Thank you for 
allowing us the opportunity to express our support of HB0890. 
  
Families of color are disproportionately impacted by child welfare investigations and while 
making up only 18% of the general child population in Maryland, Latino and Hispanic children 
accounted for about 10% of the children in foster care in 2020.1 Moreover,  the U.S. 
Administration for Children and Families, which oversees national child welfare policy, 
acknowledged themselves that minority families are disproportionately represented in the child 
welfare system due to systemic prejudice and bad policy.2 Latino and minority families  may be 
particularly susceptible to child welfare investigations due systematic prejudice because 
investigators may not be aware of cultural differences. As a result of this prejudice, children of 
color are often prematurely removed from their homes. 
 
This bill would help to prevent this premature removal by ensuring that parents or guardians better 
understand their rights in child welfare investigation. Additionally, by requiring specific oral and 
written communication of these rights, this bill would be particularly helpful to Latino and immigrant 
families whose first language may not be English or may not otherwise know their rights. All in all, 
this comprehensive piece of legislation would benefit and promote the unity of all Maryland families 
by providing parents adequate notice of their rights in child welfare investigations. 
 
For these reasons, the Maryland Legislative Latino Caucus respectfully requests a favorable report on 
HB0890. 
 
​  

 

2 Racial Discrimination in Child Welfare Is a Human Rights Violation—Let’s Talk About It That Way 

1 Maryland - Child Welfare Outcomes 

https://www.americanbar.org/groups/litigation/resources/newsletters/childrens-rights/racial-discrimination-child-welfare-human-rights-violation-lets-talk-about-it-way/
https://cwoutcomes.acf.hhs.gov/cwodatasite/byState/maryland/

