
​March 10, 2026​
​Judiciary Committee​
​101 Taylor House Office Building​
​Annapolis, Maryland 21401​

​Testimony in FAVOR of HB 1542​​:​​Keep Maryland Out of the Execution Business​

​Chair Barlett, Vice Chair Davis and Members of the Committee:​

​My name is Jane Henderson. I was executive director of Maryland Citizens Against State​
​Executions from 2004 to 2013. I submit this testimony in support of House Bill 1542.​

​In 2013, we abolished the death penalty in Maryland, finally recognizing the grave risks, racial​
​and economic inequities, and fundamental inhumanity of capital punishment. HB 1542 is a​
​straightforward and necessary extension of that decision. As we no longer execute people here,​
​we should not permit companies licensed here to knowingly supply the drugs, devices,​
​technologies, or services used to carry them out elsewhere.​

​In the years leading up to repealing the death penalty, federal litigation originating in Maryland​
​helped fuel national scrutiny about the inhumanity of lethal injection as a method of execution.​
​We learned that our execution protocol was managed by correction staff with little or no medical​
​training. Indeed, medical professionals are ethically bound to preserve life, so most will not​
​participate in deliberate death. Further, the drug cocktail used – which had simply been copied​
​from other states – was​​actually banned in animal ethanasia in Maryland​​because it was known​
​to mask suffering. All this made it near impossible to legally procure these drugs as​
​manufacturers actively avoided the bad PR of enabling executions. It is not at all surprising that​
​the supply chain for execution materials has increasingly moved into opaque and unregulated​
​markets. This creates risks related to safety, transparency, and regulatory compliance. Maryland​
​– a hub for the medical industry – should not become a jurisdiction that enables or legitimizes​
​such activity.​

​The legislation reflects the well-documented position of the healthcare and medical communities.​
​Major pharmaceutical and medical companies have publicly opposed the use of their products in​
​executions, emphasizing that their medicines and technologies are intended to treat patients, not​
​to facilitate death. Allowing the diversion of these products into execution protocols runs counter​
​to these ethical standards and undermines public trust in the healthcare system.​

​I urge the committee to vote in favor of HB 1542.​

​Sincerely,​
​Jane Henderson​
​3500 Upshur St, Brentwood, MD 20722​


