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The Public School Superintendents’ Association of Maryland (PSSAM), on behalf of all
twenty-four public school superintendents, supports Senate Bill 292 with amendments.

This bill repeals the termination date of certain provisions of law that authorize a county board of
education to provide transportation for certain students using a vehicle other than a standard
school bus.

During the bill’s deliberations in the Senate, a series of amendments were added that we do
not support. Therefore, we respectfully request that the Ways and Means Committee conform
SB 292 to its companion House Bill 319 as it moved out of the House.

PSSAM strongly supported the original legislation in 2021 authorizing alternative vehicles in
circumstances when a school bus cannot reasonably be provided. Further, certain student groups
were identified as eligible for these services, including (1) preschool-age students; (2) students
with disabilities; (3) homeless youth; (4) children in foster care; (5) students without access to
school buses; (6) students in a nonpublic school placement; (7) students in dual enrollment
programs or work programs or other educational programs based off the school campus.
Additionally, the law allowed school systems to provide this transportation to other student
groups through a written determination by the board.

Transportation is one of the fastest growing costs for school systems with limited ability by
LEAs to minimize costs. This legislation has given us the ability and flexibility to provide
transportation in challenging circumstances such as geography and student need.

For the reasons stated above, PSSAM requests a favorable with amendments report on Senate
Bill 292.
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