One-Minute Speech Supporting HB 1463

From a 49-Year Anne Arundel County Teacher and United States Army Reserve Veteran

Distinguished Chair and distinguished members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to speak today.
My name is Robert A. Silkworth, and | have served the students of Anne Arundel County as a teacher for 49 years. |
am testifying today as a retired 49 year veteran teacher who is in fact a proud product of the school system | served
for 49 years, having been raised in Brooklyn Park. In that time, | have watched our school system evolve, grow, and
respond to extraordinary challenges.

As a member of the Board of Education since 2020, | know that our Board of Education members carry immense
responsibility—overseeing policy, budget decisions, school safety, academic standards, and the wellbeing of more
than 84,000 students. | have come to realize that in order to actually meet the needs of ALL of our students effectively
without fail, it is essential to have a constituent service position. There are many resources available to families but
they often are not accessed because parents, students and families do not know how or where to access these
resources.

HBB1463 ensures that a constituent service position is provided to meet the needs of all of our families.

If we want students to truly belong... if we want them to grow... if we want them to succeed... then we must also
support them along the way and provide for their needs. This bill will provide a constituent service position to
accomplish just that. It will be an investment in the future of our schools and the children we are all here to serve.

| ask for your support for HB1463. Our students are worth the investment and it will continue to pay dividends.

Thank you.
Robert Silkworth
49 Year Retired Anne Arundel County Teacher

Veteran, United States Army Reserves



