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The Education Advocacy Coalition for Students with Disabilities (EAC), a coalition of nearly 
50 organizations and individuals concerned with education policy for students with 
disabilities in Maryland, supports House Bill 73, which would require each county school 
board to establish standards for a course on water safety and swimming for students 
kindergarten through grade 8, and would require implementation by school systems for all 
students, including students with disabilities.  

The importance of House Bill 73 is undisputed; drowning is a leading cause of death in all 
children (American Red Cross). The EAC appreciates that House Bill 73 would require the 
needed reasonable accommodations be provided to students with disabilities to ensure 
their full participation in the course. 

The EAC is pleased to support House Bill 73. 

Contact: Leslie Seid Margolis at lesliem@disabilityrightsmd.org or 443-692-2505. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Selene Almazan, Attorney 
Rene Averitt-Sanzone, Parents Place of Maryland 
Linda Barton, Education Consultant 
Beth Benevides, Autism Society of Maryland, Co-Chair, Education Advocacy Coalition 
Ellen Callegary, Attorney (Retired) 
Melanie Carlos, Partnership for Extraordinary Minds (xMinds) 
Stephanie Carr, SL Carr Education Consultants, LLC 
Rich Cerulo, Parent and Advocate 
Michelle Davis, ABCs for Life Success 
Beth Ann Hancock, Charting the Course 
Mallory Legg, Project HEAL at Kennedy Krieger Institute  
Rachel London, Maryland Developmental Disabilities Council 
Leslie Seid Margolis, Disability Rights Maryland 
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Monica Martinez, Martinez Advocacy 
Ellen O’Neill, Atlantic Seaboard Dyslexia Education Center 
Ronza Othman, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland 
Kate Rabb, Joseph & Rabb, LLC 
Rebecca Rienzi, Pathfinders for Autism 
Kelly Spanoghe, Education Consultant 
Guy Stephens, Alliance Against Seclusion and Restraint 
 


