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February 25, 2026

Position: SUPPORT

The Education Advocacy Coalition for Students with Disabilities (EAC) is a coalition of
nearly 50 organizations and individuals committed to advancing education policies that
protect and support Maryland students with disabilities. The EAC supports House Bill 879,
which will establish a statewide language acquisition tracking program within the Maryland
State Department of Education so Deaf, DeafBlind, DeafDisabled, and Hard of Hearing
children can develop age-appropriate language skills on par with their peers.

The EAC particularly appreciates that House Bill 879 offers families the opportunity to
choose whether the child’s progress will be tracked in sign language, spoken language or
both; this maintains the focus on the acquisition of language skills without requiring
families to become enmeshed in philosophical debates about language. The EAC also
appreciates the requirement that a child’s Individualized Family Services Plan (IFSP),
Individualized Education Program (IEP) or Section 504 plan be revised to include specific
strategies, services and programs if the child is not demonstrating progress.

Language acquisition is essential to the development of cognitive, social and emotional
development. If enacted, House Bill 879 will ensure that children who are Deaf, DeafBlind,
DeafDisabled or Hard of Hearing will have the same opportunity for language acquisition
that their peers have, with required steps if they fall behind.

For these reasons, the EAC supports House Bill 879.

Contact: Leslie Seid Margolis at lesliem@disabilityrightsmd.org or 443-692-2505.

Respectfully submitted,

Rene Averitt-Sanzone, Parents Place of Maryland

Linda Barton, Education Consultant

Beth Benevides, Autism Society of Maryland; Co-Chair, Education Advocacy Coalition
Ellen Callegary, Attorney (retired)
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Rich Ceruolo, Parent & Advocate

Jennifer Engel Fisher, JEF Consultants

Lisa Frank, Special Kids Company

Mallory Legg, Project HEAL at Kennedy Krieger Institute
Rachel London, Maryland Developmental Disabilities Council
Leslie Seid Margolis, Disability Rights Maryland

Monica Martinez, Martinez Advocacy

Ellen O’Neill, Atlantic Seaboard Dyslexia Education Center
Ronza Othman, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland
Kate Rabb, Law Offices of Joseph & Rabb

Rebecca Rienzi, Pathfinders for Autism

Jaime Seaton, BGS Law



