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The Maryland Lottery and Gaming Control Agency (Agency) provides the following 
information regarding House Bill 1453, Gaming - Extensions of Credit, Penalties, Player 
Protections, and Distribution of Proceeds - Alterations. 
 
Bill Summary: House Bill 1453 adds language to State Government (SG) Article §9-1A-24 that 
would require the Maryland Lottery and Gaming Control Commission (Commission) to adopt 
regulations governing the extension of credit to a player by a video lottery operation licensee.  
The regulations shall require the Video Lottery Operator licensee to: 
 

1.​ Display of problem gambling language; and  
2.​ Conduct additional reviews when the total amount of payments for outstanding credit 

exceeds the player’s net worth and net winnings at the video lottery facility. 
 
The bill also requires the Commission to establish a central list of players for whom each video 
lottery licensee has approved an extension of credit or authorized counter check privileges and 
the amount of credit extended to each player by the licensee. In addition, the licensees would be 
required to submit player information for inclusion on a master list and monitor the list to ensure 
that a player has not cumulatively extended lines of credit that exceed the player’s net worth.  
 
Background:  The Agency has a dual purpose in regard to lottery and gaming in Maryland - 
operation of the Lottery and regulation of gaming.  Regarding HB 1453, the bill would conflate 
the role of the Agency as it would require the maintenance of personally identifiable information 
(PII) and the sharing of this information with video lottery operators who are in competition with 
each other and who the Commission regulates.   
 
Rationale:  Collecting and maintaining PII triggers additional obligations under the Public 
Information Act (PIA) including allowing the person to request to change information and 
ensuring protections in the event PII is breached or otherwise compromised.  To this extent, the 
Agency essentially becomes a clearinghouse for financial information while a video lottery 
operator is operating as a financial institution which would be governed by an entirely different 
statute.  This calls into question the role of the Commission as a regulator and the role of the 
video lottery facility as the regulatee.  



Summary:  The Commission’s statutory functions are to license and regulate gaming and ensure 
it operates legally and accounts for the proceeds to the State.  The bill would be duplicative, as 
currently the gaming regulations already require video lottery licensees to verify the player’s 
current gaming related credit limits and outstanding balances with: 
 

(a) A casino credit bureau; or 
(b) Each gaming operator with whom the player has an outstanding limit. 

 
The Agency asks the committee to consider this information as it considers House Bill 1453.  


