
 

 

 
March 10, 2026 

 
Testimony in Support of House Bill 1574 – Child Care Providers – Licensing and Registration 
Alterations and Workgroup to Study Illegally Provided Child Care 

We respectfully urge the Ways and Means Committee to issue a favorable report on HB1574. 
This legislation makes practical improvements to Maryland’s child care licensing and oversight 
systems that will strengthen compliance, improve efficiency, and support the early childhood 
workforce while maintaining strong safeguards for children. 

HB 1574 introduces a more balanced and effective approach to regulatory enforcement by 
requiring the Maryland State Department of Education to issue a warning for certain regulatory 
violations before pursuing stronger enforcement actions. For many providers, particularly small 
family child care programs, violations are often administrative or technical in nature rather than 
issues that threaten child safety. Providing a warning first allows providers to correct issues 
quickly while maintaining accountability and ensuring that enforcement resources remain 
focused on serious violations. 

The bill also addresses one of the most significant administrative challenges facing child care 
providers: delays in processing background checks. Background checks are essential for 
protecting children, but delays in processing can prevent qualified educators from entering the 
workforce or starting work on time. Creating a dedicated unit will streamline this process, 
improve transparency for applicants, and help child care programs hire staff more efficiently. 

Additionally, the legislation establishes a workgroup to study the issue of illegally provided child 
care. Many families are choosing unlicensed care because they simply cannot afford or otherwise 
access licensed care. If we truly want to improve access to high-quality care for families, we need 
to better understand the extent of the problem, including barriers to access.  A workgroup that 
brings together stakeholders to better understand the causes and scope of illegal child care will 
help Maryland develop thoughtful, data-driven solutions that protect children while expanding 
access to legal, regulated care. 

Taken together, these provisions will make Maryland’s child care regulatory system more 
responsive, efficient, and fair. HB 1574 supports providers who are working hard to comply with 
regulations, helps programs hire qualified staff more quickly, and strengthens oversight of 
unlicensed care. At a time when families across the state depend on stable and safe child care, 
these improvements are both timely and necessary. 
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The Montgomery County Children’s Opportunity Alliance connects our community to build an 
equitable, accessible, high-quality, and sustainable early childhood system that narrows 
disparities and puts all young children on a path to reach their greatest potential.  
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