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February 9, 2026 
 
Delegate Jheanelle K. Wilkins, Chair 
Delegate Jessica Feldmark, Vice Chair 
Ways and Means Committee 
130 Taylor House Office Building 
131 Taylor House Office Building 
Annapolis, MD. 21401 
 
RE: HB 396 Residential Child Care Programs - Education of Children and Training of Child and Youth 
Care Practitioners 

 
Position: SUPPORT   

Dear Chair Wilkins, Vice Chair Feldmark, and Members of the Committee: 
 
The Maryland Psychological Association (MPA), which represents over 1,000 doctoral-level 
psychologists throughout the state, asks the House Ways and Means Committee to report FAVORABLY 
on HB 396. 
 
Youth in group homes are some of the most vulnerable in our state. Having already experienced the 
trauma of being removed from their homes, they must then experience the instability of multiple school 
placements, foster placements, and group home placements. These struggles are compounded further by 
the disconnection with their schools, which is fueled by the lack of stability in their school placements 
and the lack of connection between the school personnel and the staff in the group homes. A 2020 study 
on youth in group homes demonstrated just how important that connection between home and school is 
for these vulnerable youth, finding school connectedness to play a higher role than any other factor in 
their school performance and behavior (Somen et al., 2020). This connection is vital, as it comes at a 
crucial time when they are in danger of ending up lost to violence and illegal activity. With so much 
importance being placed on our state’s current struggles with juvenile crime, this bill provides a simple 
solution that costs the state nothing. 

We urge the Committee to issue a favorable report on HB 396. If we can be of any further assistance, 
please do not hesitate to contact MPA’s Legislative Chair, Dr. Stephanie Olarte, Ph.D. at 
mpalegislativecommittee@gmail.com. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 

Stephanie Wolf, JD, Ph.D.   Stephanie Olarte, Ph.D.   
Stephanie Wolf, JD, Ph.D.   Stephanie Olarte, Ph.D. 
President    Chair, MPA Legislative Committee 

 
cc: Barbara Brocato & Dan Shattuck, MPA Government Affairs 


