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DELEGATE HARRY BHANDARL PHLD The Maryland Legislative Asian American and Pacific Islander Caucus represents
CHAIR; OUTREACH COMMITTEE AAPI communities in the General Assembly and works to advance their legislative
DELEGATE SARAH WOLEK priorities. The Caucus respectfully supports HB0163 to require county boards of
PARLIAMENTARIAN

education to adopt clear policies governing student use of personal electronic
devices during school hours.

HBO0163 requires each county board of education to develop and adopt a policy restricting or limiting
student use of personal electronic devices during school hours. The bill preserves important exceptions
for uses documented in a student’s education program or Section 504 plan, to monitor or address a
student’s health issue, or for certain educational purposes. It also requires each policy to be published on
the county board’s website and in student handbooks.

For Asian American and Pacific Islander students and families, clear and consistent school policies on
personal electronic device use matter. Reducing distractions during the school day can help support focus,
engagement, and academic success. At the same time, the bill appropriately recognizes that some students
need access to devices for health-related reasons, disability accommodations, or educational purposes.
Requiring these policies to be publicly available will also help families better understand school
expectations and promote more consistent implementation across districts.

HBO0163 is a practical step toward more focused, transparent, and supportive learning environments for all
Maryland students. By requiring county boards to adopt and publish clear device-use policies, the bill will
help support student learning while ensuring needed flexibility for individual circumstances.

For these reasons, the Maryland Legislative Asian-American and Pacific-Islander Caucus respectfully
requests a favorable report on HB0163.
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