
PROSECUTORIAL CASE MANAGEMENT

DATA SYSTEMS IN MARYLAND

Task Force to Study Transparency Standards for State’s 

Attorneys in Maryland

Brian D. Johnson                      Melba Pearson                          Don Stemen



BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

• Prosecutorial Performance Indicators



PROSECUTOR CASE MANAGEMENT DATA

• Case Management Software (CMS)

• Relational Databases

• Centralize information, automate tasks, track cases, manage complex data, etc.

• Detailed data on case processing decisions

• Defendant and victim demographics

• Case characteristics 

• Detailed charging data

• Case-involved persons

• Disposition and sentence outcomes



PROSECUTOR CASE MANAGEMENT DATA

• Defendant Demographics

• Name, DOB, age, race, ethnicity, gender, address, prior cases/convictions

• Case Characteristics

• Number, type and severity of charges, filing/disposition dates  



PROSECUTOR CASE MANAGEMENT DATA

• Detailed Charge-Level Data

• Charge type, charge severity, plea and disposition information

• Case-Involved Persons

• Police officer, state attorney, defense counsel, judge, victim information



PROSECUTOR CASE MANAGEMENT DATA

• Case Disposition Details

• Conviction, probation before judgment, dismissal, nol-pros reasons

• Charge Reductions and Sentencing Outcomes

• Number, type and severity of charges, charge alterations, sentencing data



DATA USE EXAMPLES

• Tracking caseloads over time

• MCSAO Circuit Court cases 2018-2022
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DATA USE EXAMPLES

• Spatial concentration of criminal cases



DATA USE EXAMPLES

• Racial justice in case outcomes
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DATA USE EXAMPLES

• Evaluation of practice and policy change



DATA USE EXAMPLES

• Performance measurement



DATA USE EXAMPLES

• Communicating with the public



DATA USE EXAMPLES

• Public facing data dashboards



OTHER DATA CONSIDERATIONS

• Maryland Judiciary Case Search

• Individual case data are available to public

• PDF single case/defendant format  



OTHER DATA CONSIDERATIONS

• MSCCSP Data

• Guidelines-eligible 

• Convicted Cases 

• Final Charges

• No District Court



CONCLUSIONS

• Different Case Management Systems in MD

• Detail and quality of data varies but similar information is available

• Broader Coverage of Criminal Cases

• Arrest to sentencing for all District and Circuit Court cases

• Detailed Case Processing Information

• Charge alterations, dismissal reasons, plea negotiation processes  

• Multiple Applications

• Public safety, fairness and equity, policy evaluation outcomes

• Office efficiency, effectiveness, and transparency and accountability
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