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A resource protection program
to meet water quality and habitat goals
for the Bays and their tidal landscapes.

NR §8-1801(b)

> Ensure sensitive development near Maryland’s shorelines
> Implement cooperatively with local governments
> Promote consistency via state leadership, criteria, and oversight



What is the Critical Area?

Maryland Critical Area

Land w/in 1,000 feet of tidal
waters of the Chesapeake
and Atlantic Coastal Bays

11% of the State,
5,200 miles of shoreline

Portions of 16 counties,
Baltimore City, and
47 municipalities




100-Foot Buffer and
1,000-Foot Boundary




Commession structure & resources

>

29 members from across tidewater Maryland

Independent Executive Commission
Administratively housed with DNR

Legislative oversight by Joint Committee
15 staff + full-time Chair

$2.5M budget in FY’'24
Includes local assistance fund ($140k)

Municipal

Local
interest



Commission functions

Local role - Commissionrole

Plan for future growth, infrastructure, Ensure consistency with state law
and preservation and local programs

Implement regulations Develop regulations and guidance
Review zoning, subdivsion, and site plans Review public (government) projects

Hear variances

Participate as a party (when necessary)
Enforce laws and regulations

Innovate local solutions Provide technical assistance



Legislative history

EPA study
(late 1970s)

Declining water quality & resources
Drivers = excess nutrients & sediment
Shorelines are sensitive and valuable

Executive workgroup & commission

—» C(Critical Area Act
Critical Area Regulations
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2008 Comprehensive Update
(HB 1233)

Regulatory authority
Growth Allocation standards
200-foot Buffer in RCA

Enforcement
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Critical Area map updates
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Commission’s Regulatory Process

gMaryland
Perform stakeholder outreach and solicit feedback g Register

Quarterly Planner’s meetings
Targeted feedback meetings

Email correspondence

Full Commission reviews and votes twice:
To permit staff to submit proposals to the AELR Committee

To permit staff to submit the proposal as final for publication



Regulations
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Buffer

Renewable Energy Chapter
Shore Erosion Control
Water-Dependent Facilities
Variances and
after-the-fact requests




Critical Area map
update

Utilize best available information.

Account for shoreline changes.




Status of map updates

& Critical Area Boundarv Map Viewer | Maryland Department of Natural Resources - CBCA| | Eastern Shore Regional GIS Cooperative |

+ l" dress o place 461 Philadelphia Toms River

m Wilmington

Cumberiand Hagerstown Final Approved Meap

@ New Jarsey
Summary Draft Mep
. Vineland %

artesy Frederick

£ : Atlantic City

Working Draft Map
Intiated

c
S
N
‘Winchester
@Q :DWE" Ourside of Critical Area Program

.cAnnapoH-s bl b Approved Critical Area Boundary

maryland

Dale City
Approved Critical Area Designations

L
353
&
S
X

Harrisonburg . Intensely Developed Areas (IDA)
\@5 Salisbury - ae 1T DAY
@ Fredericksburg . Limited Development Areas (LDA)
A\
% . BeAY
Resource Conservetion Areas (RCA)

Staunton .

Resource Conservetion Area - Dredge Material

Charlottesville Containment Facility (RCA-DMCF)
. Unclassified Wetlands (UWET)

D FEDERAL
30mi

n Esri, USGS | County of Sussex, DE, Delaware FirstMap, §§5 EXCLUDED




40 years of critical work

>

>

>

>

>

Model State and local partnership

More than 28,000 development projects meeting goals of the Law
Large contiguous forest tracts with protected habitat

Preserved and expanded public access to waterways and open space

3,190 miles of protected shoreline and buffer



Imperatives & opportunities

Climate resilience
Equitable outcomes
Administrative efficiency
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Climate resilience THE~SSTAR
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Equitable outcomes







1012312023, 4:16:52 PM
MDE Final EJ Score (%ile score)

0% - 24 9th %ile

25% - 49.9th %ile
50% - 74 9th %ile
W 759 - 100th %ile

MDE, OS5, OIMT, MD iMAP, DaiT




Equitable outcomes

» Consider environmental
burdens and benefits

> Match mitigation to impacts
and opportunities

> Increase representation in
public participation

> Secure & expand public
access to waterways




Adminstrative efficiencies

> Accelerate local program updates

> Provide pathways for compliance
> Lot coverage
> Sale of intra-family lots
> Accessory Dwelling Units

> Resolve mapping mistakes

> Track and provide more options for
fee-in-lieu funds



2024 Legislative Priorities

HB 233 / SB 306 SB 268

Climate, Equlty, and Enforcement
Administrative Provisions

Adopt efficiencies and initiate
collaborative state/local
planning for equitable
resilience in shoreline areas.

Reinforce existing local enforcement
and Commission “backstop”
authorities.
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