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STRENGTHENING 
THE 
LEGISLATIVE 
INSTITUTION
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HOW NCSL STRENGTHENS LEGISLATURES

Policy Research

NCSL provides 
trusted,

 nonpartisan policy 
research and 

analysis

Connections

NCSL links 
legislators and staff 

with each other 
and with experts

Training

NCSL delivers 
training tailored 
specifically for 

legislators and staff

State Voice in D.C.

NCSL represents and 
advocates on behalf of 

states on Capitol Hill

Meetings

NCSL meetings 
facilitate 

information 
exchange and 

policy discussions
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TYPES OF LAWSUITS

• Personal Injury

• Wrongful Death

• Medical 
Liability/Malpractice
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TYPES OF DAMAGES IN WRONGFUL DEATH ACTIONS

• Economic Damages
+ Noneconomic Damages 
= Compensatory Damages

• Punitive or Exemplary Damages
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NONECONOMIC DAMAGE LIMITATIONS
State Wrongful Death Actions (Does Not Include Medical Liability/Malpractice Actions)
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Noneconomic damage limit specified in statutes 

Noneconomic damage limit ruled unconstitutional

Not specified in statute
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PUNITIVE/EXEMPLARY DAMAGE LIMITATIONS
State Wrongful Death Actions (Does Not Include Medical Liability/Malpractice Actions)
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Punitive/exemplary damage limit specified in statutes 

Punitive damage limit ruled unconstitutional

Not specified in statute
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CLAIMANTS TO RECEIVE COMPENSATORY DAMAGES

• Possible Eligible Claimants

• Exclusions

• Division of Damages
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STAY CONNECTED

• Learn about NCSL training

• Subscribe to policy newsletters

• Read State Legislatures 
magazine

• Listen to an NCSL podcast

• Watch recorded policy 
webinars and training sessions

• Attend a meeting or training

• Follow @NCSLorg on social 
media

9

https://www.ncsl.org/legislators-staff/legislators/legislator-training.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/aboutus/ncslservice/ncsl-newsletter-listings.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/news
https://www.ncsl.org/podcast-portal.aspx
https://videos.ncsl.org/
https://www.ncsl.org/meetings-training.aspx
https://twitter.com/NCSLorg
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Thank you for joining today! 

Heather Morton

Director, Financial Services, 
Technology & Communications

heather.morton@ncsl.org 

303.856.1475

www.ncsl.org

@NCSLorg

Denver 
7700 East First Place, 
Denver CO 80230  

Washington D.C.
444 North Capitol Street, N.W. 
Suite 515, 
Washington, D.C. 20001

http://www.ncsl.org/
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