COUNTY COUNCIL
OF

TALBOT COUNTY, MARYLAND

2019 Legislative Session, Legislative Day No. : February 26, 2019

Biil No.: 1408

Expiration Date:  May 2, 2019

Introduced by: Mr. Lesher. Mr. Pack, Ms. Price

A BILL TO AMEND CHAPTER 15 (ANIMALS), ARTICLE 1 (ANIMAL CONTROL) OF
THE TALBOT COUNTY CODE TO CREATE A LICENSURE REQUIREMENT FOR
BOARDING, BREEDING, TRAINING, ANIMAL RESCUE AND PET SALE
FACILITIES, TO REQUIRE THAT SUITABLE SHELTERS BE PROVIDED TO
DOMESTICATED ANIMALS IN TIMES OF EXTREME WEATHER CONDITIONS,
AND TO REGULATE THE TETHERING OF DOGS AND CATS

By the Council: February 26, 2019

Introduced, read first time, ordered posted, and public hearing scheduled on Tuesday, March 26.
2019 at 6:30 p.m. at the Bradley Meeting Room, South Wing, Talbot County Courthouse 11 N.
Washington Street, Easton, Maryland 21601.

By Order
Susan W. Moran, Secretary
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A BILL TO AMEND CHAPTER 15 (ANIMALS), ARTICLE 1 (ANIMAL CONTROL) OF
THE TALBOT COUNTY CODE TO CREATE A LICENSURE REQUIREMENT FOR
BOARDING, BREEDING, TRAINING, ANIMAIL. RESCUE AND PET SALE
FACILITIES, TO REQUIRE THAT SUITABLE SHELTERS BE PROVIDED TO
DOMESTICATED ANIMALS IN TIMES OF EXTREME WEATHER CONDITIONS,
AND TO REGULATE THE TETHERING OF DOGS AND CATS

WHEREAS, the Talbot County Animal Control Board has recommended changes to Chapter 15
(Animals), Article 1 (Animal Control) of the Talbot County Code to provide additional protections
for animals within Talbot County, as detailed below; and

WHEREAS, the County Council believes that such recommendations are appropriate.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF TALBOT
COUNTY, MARYLAND, that:

SECTION ONE: The above recitals are incorporated as if fully set forth herein;
SECTION TWO: Upon introduction of this Bill, a public hearing will be scheduled and advertised
in a newspaper of general circulation in the County advising the public of the date, time, place and

purpose of the public hearing for receipt and consideration of public comment;

SECTION THREE: BE IT ENACTED by the Talbot County Council, that Chapter 15, Article 1
of the Talbot County Code is hereby amended as set forth below:

KEY
Boldface......................... Headimg or defined term
.................. Added to law by Bill
.................. Deleted from law by Bill

..................... Existing law unaffected

ARTICLE I
Animal Control

§ 15-2. Definitions.

For the purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings defined
in this section:

Page 2 of 12





















§ 15-6 Vicious animals: dditional penalty.

A vicious animal or dangerous dog must be confined at all times while on.the
premuises oI the owner or person in possession of the animal. The animal shall not be taken

§ 15-8 Civil violations.
Any person who violates any provision of § 15-8 shall be guilty of a municipal infraction.
Adjudication of a violation under this section is not a criminal conviction, and it does not impose

any of the civil disabilities ordinarily imposed by a criminal conviction.

A. All owners shall care for the grounds where their animals are kept so as to prevent the
area from becoming a public nuisance or unhealthy for the animals kept thereon.

B. All owners shall exercise care and control over their animals to prevent them from
becoming a public nuisance,

C. No owner shall fail or neglect to properly dispose of a dead animal.
D. No owner shall fail to obtain a license as required by this chapter.
E. A person may not:

(1) Overdrive or overload an animal;

(2) Deprive an animal of necessary sustenance;

(3) Cause, procure, or authorize an act prohibited under Subsection E(1) or (2) of this
subsection; or

(4) If the person has charge or custody of an animal, as owner or otherwise:
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‘he Animal Control Authority may issue a civil citation for violation of § 15-8E(1) through
(4) only when it elects to forego criminal charges for the identical prohibited acts under §
10-604, Criminal Law Article, Md. Ann. Code, as amended or recodified.

SECTION FOUR: AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, that the title and a summary of this Bill
shall be published once on the first publication date after enactment of the Bill in accordance with
County Charter §213 (c¢). The title is not a substantive part of this Bill. If the Bill is amended, the
title may be administratively revised if required to conform the title to the content of the Bill as
finally enacted.

SECTION FIVE: AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, that if any provision of this Ordinance,
or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid for any reason in a court of
competent jurisdiction, the invalidity does not affect other provisions or any other application of
such Plan which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and for this
purpose the provisions of this Bill are declared severable.

SECTION SIX: AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, that the Talbot County Office of Law, in
consultation with and subject to the approval of the County Manager, may make non-substantive
corrections to codification, style, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, spelling, and any internal
or external reference or citation included in this Ordinance, as finally adopted, that are incorrect
or obsolete, with no further action required by the County Council. All such corrections shall he
adequately referenced and described in an editor’s note following the section affected.

SECTION SEVEN: AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, that this ordinance shall take effect
sixty (60) days from the date of its passage, with the exception of Section 15-3.1, which will take
effect on January 1, 2020.

[Balance of this page intentionally left blank]
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PUBLIC HEARING

Having been posted and Notice of time, date, and place of hearing, and Title of Bill No.
1408 having been published, a public hearing was held on Tuesday, March 26. 2019 at 6:30 p.m.
in the Bradley Meeting Room, South Wing, Talbot County Courthouse, 11 North Washington
Street, Easton, Maryland.

BY THE COUNCIL
Read the third time.
ENACTED: April 89,2019
By Order
Susan W. Moran, Secretary
Pack - Aye
Divilio - Aye
Callahan - Aye
Price - Aye (Via Absentee Ballot)
Lesher - Aye

EFFECTIVE DATE: June 8, 2019
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