
THE COUNTY CO.MMJ:SSIONERS OF KENT COUNTY, l\IARYLAND 

February 18~ 2020 
Legislative Session Day 

CODE HOME RULE 
BILL NO. 3-2020 

Legislative Session Day 
February J 8, 2020 

INTRODUCED BY: P. Thomas Mason, President of the Board of County Commissioners for Kent 
County, Maryland. 

AN ACT to amend Artide V. District Regttlations, Se0ti0n l U' .. gri0uhu!-1td Zon~ng Distri@t), 
S@cfam l .3 (Sf)eeial Exeepfo-Jtts); Article V. District Regulations, Section 7 (Village District), Sub
section 7.2 (Pennitted Principal Uses and Structures); A!-1tiele V. District Regulatio¥is, SectioR 8 
<,Wense Y1Hage), Stth sectii.rn 8.2 (Permitted Principal Use aft@ Strneturea}; Article V. District 
Regulations, Section 11 (Commercial District), Sub-section 11.2 (Pennitted Principal Uses and 
Structures) and Sub-section 11.8 (Commercial Design Standards); Article V. District Regulations, 
Section 14 (Employment Center District), Sub-section 14.2 (Permitted Principal Uses and 
Structures) and Sub-section 14.9 (Employment Center General Design Standards); Article V. 
District Regulations, Section 15 (Industrial District), Sub-section 15.2 (Pennitted Principal Uses 
and Structures) and Sub-section 15.9 (Industrial Design Standards); Article VI. Special Provisions, 
Section 1 (Parking and Loading Requirements), Sub-section 1.3 (Parking Requirements); and, 
Article VII. Special E,rneptietts, Seeti0tt 6 (Pf@eeeittres) aml SeetioR 7 (£r,eciai Em,'letJti@mi} of the 
Kent County Land Use Ordinance by adding the use "data processing centers" 11½ 1aertain districts 
as a special @XCCf)tioR 'Nith eooain speeifie e0Nditi0ns atul in certain zoning districts as a pemiitted 
use: providing for a process to allow for alternative compliance with specific design standards in 
certain zoning districts; and providing parking requirements for data processing centers. 

THE COUNTY COM!\1ISSIONERS OF 
¥.ENT COUNTY, MARYLAND 

?~ 
P. Thomas Mason, President 

INTRODUCED, read first time, February 18, 2020, ordered posted and public hearing scheduled 
May 26, 2020, at 10:00 a.m. in the County Commissioners Hearing Room, R. Clayton,JY,1it~ll, 
Jr., Kent County Government Center, 400 High Street, Chestertown, Maryland. :: ·~ ~ 
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PUBLIC HEARING HAVING been posted and notice of time and place of hearing a~ cop\es 
having been made available to the public and the press, a public heming was held on May.26, 
2020< Reported favorably fwith}=£without] amendments; read a second time and ordered to be 
considered on June 2, 2020, a legislative session day. 

BiLL No. 3-2020 



A BILL ENTITLED CHR 3-2020 DA TA PROCESSING CENTERS 

NO\V, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND that the Kent County Land Use Ordinance is hereby amended 
as follows: 

ARfl 
DISTRIC1 R 

SECTION 1.3 SPECIAL EXCEPTION§ 

The foHo';Ving prifi@ipal uses, afld stru:::turcs rnay he penniHetl as special e:;rneptiot1s ia the 
~0wh~~i@t, sttbjeot to 8it-e 1"ilm, F01l'i01t. l,,iy lh0 P.fe1r1,tin; Gmmni<;ji6'fj ~ 
,vherc flPj1lieabhi the Plam'½ing Dirnetor. De~ailea hmitations &fl€! gizandards for these uses 
may he fouttd in A:rtide VH 0fthl:i Ordinance. 

~ Aeeent.Of)' stomge: structures wi:th ajl@or area ofmorn than 1,200 st:tttarn feet @r a height 
that mweeds 17 feet on }'l&reeb lc:::s than 5 acres 

Fri 

iW.. Wi,·td e,w,•,z,, 1J'S'te,wr, smrtN with a ttoight that om~eods 8Q fo0t or OR: JJ8.Fo@la le•,s tkan JO 
aerest 

30, DATl .. PROCESSING CENTERS 

ARTICLE V. 
DISTRICT REGULATIONS 

SECTION 7, VILLAGE DISTRICT 

7.2 PERMITTED PRINCIPAL USES AND STRUCTURES 

A building or land shall be used only for the following purposes: 

1. Detached sing!efamily dwellings 

25. Up to 30 self~storage units in l building not to exceed 100 square feet of floor space per 
unit, subject to site plan review. The property shall front on 2 public roads. 

26. DATA PROCESSING CENTERS, SUBJECT TO SITE PLAN REVIEW 
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D1£TIHC+~J LATIO~i~ 

-h= Dotaehed sing-le_fe;tnzi(r1 dwellings 
r'rii 

21. Self storng@ eefiters provided the froHt t~1~ of the oeRter and any othef fa9ad@ visible 
fron½ adjoi-aiHg pubhe rnads r@:fhJet th0 seale, materialo afld design features 00mm€m~ 
rnsideRl:ial er kist@ric stnwturcB in the Ceut1ty. Self storage eentefs skaJl fli.:Htuirn sHe plan 
fG\'1€\V. 

23, Dl'.:'[A PROCESSING CENTERS, SUBJECT TO SlTB PL4lV REVlE,~1 

ARTICLE V. 
DISTRICT REGULATIONS 

SECTION l l. COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 

1 ! .2 PERMITTED PRINCIPAL USES AND STRUCTURES 

A building or land shall be used only for the following purposes, in all cases subject to site 
plan review by the Planning Commission, or \Vhere applicable the Planning Director. 

1. Agriculture, excluding the raising of livestock and fowl, including horticulture, 
hydroponics, and truck fanning, general farming, cultivation of field crops, and raising 
of orchards, groves, and nurseries. 

15. 1vlicrobreirery as defined by the State of Maryland** 

16. DATA PROCESSING CENTERS, SUBJECT TO THE ALTERNATE DESIGN 
PROVISIONS OF SECTION 11.8 C. 

ARTICLE V. 
DISTRICT REGULA TIO NS 

11.8 COl'vlMERCIAL DESIGN STANDARDS 

BILL NO. 3-2020, as amended by interlineation, indicated by d01:tlcll.e 8trike through 
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C. AL TERNA TE DESIGN FOR DA TA PROCESSING CENTERS 

UPON THE AFFIRMATIVE RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING 
DIRECTOR, APPLICANTS MAY PRESENT FOR APPROVAL TO THE PLANNING 
COJ\IMISSION AN ALTERNATE DESIGN SOLUTION THAT VARIES FROM THE 
ST AND ARDS SET :FORTH IN SECTION 11.8, EXCEPT FOR ST AND ARDS SET 
FORTH IN§ 11.8 B. 5. FLOODPL4IN. APPLICANTS MUST INCLUDE A WRITTEN 
NARRATIVE THAT EXPLAlNS HO\V THE PROPOSED ALTER1\fATE DESIGN 
SOLUTION DIFFERS FROM THE REQlJIRKMENTS AND THE REASONS FOR 
THE CHANGES PROPOSED. 

ARTICLE V. 
DISTRICT REGULA TIO NS 

SECTION 14. EMPLOYMENT CENTER DISTRICT 

14.2 PERMITTED PRINCfPAL USES AND STRUCTURES 

For every COl\lMERCIAL AND industrial structure and use erected, reconstructed, 
altered, or enlarged after the effective date of this Ordinance, a sire plan shall be filed. No 
building pennit shall be issued until said site plan is approved by the Planning Commission 
or where applicable the Planning Director. 

1. Manufacture, processing, fabrication, and assembly of products. These uses include but 
are not limited to scientific and precision instruments, photographic equipment, 
communications equipment, computation equipment, drngs, medicines, phamiaceuticals, 
household appliances, toys, sporting and athletic goods. glass products made of 
purchased glass, electric lighting and wiring equipment, service industry machines, 
lithographic and printing processes, industrial controls, radio and TV receiving sets, 
watches and clocks, bags and containers, sanitary paper products, optical goods, 
electrical machinery, prefabricated and modular housing and components, dairy product 
feed and grain, baked and confectioners' goods, farm machinery, frozen food processing, 
packing plants, animal and seafood processing, fruit and vegetable processing, canning 
and storage. 

I 7. Solar energv s._vstems. utility scale, provided: 
a. A solar collection device or combination of devices are designed and located to avoid 

glare or reflection onto adjacent properties and adjacent roadways and shall not 
interfere with traffic or create a safety hazard. 

b. Screening, capable of providing year-round screening, is provided along any side that 
does not provide solar collection. 

c. Roof mounted solar collection devices shall not extent more than 10 feet from the top 
of the roof. The total height of the building, including the solar collection devices 
shall comply with the height regulations. 

BILL NO. 3-2020, as amended by interlineation, indicated by doia\:i1e strike through 
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S-t-Fi-ke-4:FB-Hgh indicates all inatter deleted from existing law in the introduced BILL. 

4 of9 



d. Solar collection devices shall not exceed 45 feet in height. 
e. All solar collection devices shall register with the Kent County Department of 

Emergency Services and shall submit a map noting the location of the solar collection 
devices and the panel disconnect 

18. DATA PROCESSING CENTERS, SUBJECT TO THE ALTERNATE DESIGN 
PROVISIONS OF SECTION 14.9 C. 

ARTICLE V. 
DISTRICT REGULATIONS 

14.9 EMPLOYMENT CENTER GENERAL DESIGN STANDARDS 

C. ALTERNATE DESIGN FOR DATA PROCESSING CENTERS 

UPON THE AFFIRMATIVE RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING 
DIRECTOR, APPLICANTS MAY PRESENT FOR APPROVAL TO THE PLANNING 
COMMlSSION AN ALTERNATE DESIGN SOLUTION THAT VARIES FROM THE 
STANDARDS SET FORTH IN SECTIONS 14.7 AND 14.9, EXCEPT FOR 
STANDARDS SET FORTH IN § 14.9 B. 3. FLOODPLAIN. APPLICANTS 1\WST 
INCLUDE A \VRlTTEN NARRATIVE THAT EXPLAJNS HO\V THE PROPOSED 
ALTERNATE DESIGN SOLUTION DIFFERS FROl\l THE_ REQUIREMENTS AND 
THE REASONS FOR THE CHANGES PROPOSED. 

ARTICLE V. 
DISTRICT REGULATIONS 

SECTION 15. INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT 

15.2 PERMITTED PRINCIPAL USES AND STRUCTURES 

For every COMMERCIAL AND industrial structure and use erected, reconstrncted. 
altered, or enlarged after the effective date of this Ordinance, a site plan shall be filed. No 
building pennit shall be issued until said site plan is approved by the Planning Commission 
or where applicable the Planning Director. 

1. Manufacture, processing, fabrication, and assembly of products. These uses include but 
are not limited to scientific and precision instruments, photographic equipment, 
communications equipment, computation equipment, drugs, medicines, phannaceuticals, 
household appliances, toys, spmiing and athletic goods, glass products made of 
purchased glass, electric lighting and wiring equipment, service industry machines, 
lithographic and printing processes, industrial controls, radio and TV receiving sets, 
watches and docks, bags and containers, sanitary paper products, optical goods, 
electrical machinery, prefabricated and modular housing and components, dairy product 

BILL NO. 3-2020, as amended by interlineation, indicated by double gt::ike through 
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feed and grain, baked and confectioners' goods, farm machinery, frozen food processing, 
packing plants, animal and seafrlod processing, fruit and vegetable processing, canning 
and storage. 

18. Solar energy systems. utili(v scale, provided: 
a. A solar collection device or combination of devices are designed and located to avoid 

glare or reflection onto adjacent properties and adjacent roadways and shall not 
interfere with traffic or create a safety hazard. 

b. Screening, capable of providing year-round screening, is provided along any side that 
does not provide solar collection. 

c. Roof mounted solar collection devices shall not extent more than l 0 feet from the top 
of the roof The total height of the building, including the solar collection devices 
shall comply with the height regulations. 

d. Solar collection devices shall not exceed 45 feet in height 
e. Ail solar collection devices shall register with the Kent County Department of 

Emergency Services and shall submit a map noting the location of the solar collection 
devices and the panel disconnect. 

19. DATA PROCESSING CENTERS, SUBJECT TO THE ALTER~ATE DESIGN 
PROVIS[ONS OF SECTION 15.9 §10. 

ARTICLE V 
DISTRICT REGULATIONS 

15.9 INDUSTRIAL DESfGN STANDARDS 

10. AL TER"l\fATE DESIGN FOR DATA PROCESSING CENTERS 

UPON THE AFFlRMATIVE RECOJ\'IMENDATION OF THE PLANNING 
DIRECTOR, APPLICANTS MAY PRESENT .FOR APPROVAL TO THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION AN AL TERNA TE DESIGN SOLUTION THAT VARIES FROM THE 
STANDARDS SET FORTH IN SECTIONS 15.7 AND 15.9, EXCEPT FOR 
STANDARDS SET FORTH IN SECTION 15.9 §3. FLOODPLAIN. APPLICANTS 
MUST INCLUDE A \VRITTEN NARRATIVE THAT EXPLAINS HffW THE 
PROPOSED ALTERL~ATE DESIGN SOLUTION DIFFERS FROM THE 
REQUIREMENTS AND THE REASONS FOR THE CHANGES PROPOSED. 

ARTICLE VI. 
SPECIAL PROVISIONS 

SECTION 1. PARKING AND LOADING REQUIREMENTS 
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l .3 PARKfNG REQUIREMENTS 

Residential 

Convalescent Home 

DATA PROCESSING CENTERS 

AKFICL~ VII. 

2 per dwelling unit 

l per 5 patient beds 

1 PER EMPLOYEE AT 
MAXIMUM OCCUPANCY 

Eii;lhGlAL EXCEPTtONS 

~cTIOtl, 6. PROC BDURB& 

The appheatioft for a speeia! ene@ption shall inelude a site ptan together ;vith stuJ-h daht and 
infonnation as may be rn€j'uired fur a deten11in&tion ofthe natun3 of tl'ie f)rnposed MSC and its 
eff0et on the Comprch@mivc Plan, the neighborb@od, i,uid m.wroU:Hd~ng proper-Hes. 

1. DA.TA PROCESSING CENTERS 
1. 2. D0g keanels, eonusnernial 
2. 3. Dorl¥Iitorios fer etnplo;~ces 
3. ~. l:Znposition center €ff fairgroooos 
4. ~. Fann emrloyee h0Msi11g 
5-:=4rMorn Huul four horses allcl mules on hmd Joos than 30 acre:; in si,rn 
6. 7. Private eloos 
7. 8. Pttblie htF!dings 
9. 10, Raising 0f t'ilJHl:H animals 
10. H, ~..:ifle cuid fJtstal fanges 
+-k 12. SiHgle fornily-O'N®lhRgs 
12. 13, Strnet1;;1res for the €HiyiHg, proeossittg, arni :iale of farm pnHitwts in strnettmJtt that 
exceed 10,000 B€luarn foet1™t are fotrn thafi 25,Q0Q sqmue fu@t 

ARTICLE VH. 
SPECL:\L BXCEPTIO}IS 

~CTION 7. KPHCIAL EXCEPTIONS 

&uHdings, stftH3tM¥es, attd us@s for which GfJ@eial eKeeptiofls may h@ nttthorized and the 
additi€lnal staHdards relative tllernt0 am as roH0ws:· 

~ Aeee3s0ry stornge stnwtures with a floor anm of more thaft 1,200 S(flc½afe fuet or a hei-ght 

BILL NO. 3-2020, as amended by interlineation, indicated by double strike through 
CAPITALS AND BOLD INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LA\V. 
Strike thrnugtt indicates all matter deleted from existing law in the introduced BILL. 

7 of9 



18. Day earlil gfou~ ifl AZD, RCD, RC, RR, CAR, CR, V, IV and P·/C/!. prnvided: 
a. 0tit€ioor activity areas we :fe¥10ed an~ sereened: 
h-.- Tv;o drnp e-1ff/piek tif' parking spaees are provided. 
©?- Strneturea pla-y a11eas for active play or play :itrnctures we Hot ifl ifte fr@ttt yan-i !ffld are 

l O fa@t fr0m the sid2 @r rear prnperty ti.HG. 
. . . . ,. 

Htl DATA PROCESSING CENTERS IN AZD 
A, PROJECTS ARE Li~UTED TO LA,RGE SCALE, DATA. PROCESSING 

CENTERS ON A 1\UNIMU:M OF 200 ACRES. 
B, A · " ' INSTITUTE'§ TIER HI ANQ TIER 

C. APPLICJ"'NTS MUST ADDRESS THEIR APPROACH FOR UPIHVIE 
Il-'f8TITUTE'8 TIER RATING~ Af'llD PAST SUCCES£ES, 

Dr PROPOSED PROJECTS FOR RKl.7HP,1/ MUST INDICATE ALL POTEN'.f!i'iiL 
BUILDING 1-'00TPIUNT EXPl.J>J§ION AREAS. 

E. SUFFICIENT ln"'LPlH>§CAPE BUFFERING Ji,.NI) ALL ~SECURI4¥ 
STRUCTURES MUST BE INDICATED ON A .. !NTE FL4Ph 

~fHE PROPOSED USE MUST NOT CREATE-AN=-U+'\fACCEPT/'.,BL~l1'lPACT 
B¥ \VAY OIL NOISE, ODOR, =NOXIOUS FilATKRIAL& OR OTHER 
NUISANCES. 

G... THE 81:TE l"IUST HAVE ACCESS TO A- PUBLIC ROA.D l"'DEQU,+.,(TE TO 
HANDLE TRit\FFIC GENER.i\TED. THE PROPOSED USE SHALL NOT 
CE:P.rnRATE TRAFFIC OF l ... TYPE OR z*.clUOUP.IT IN/·JiPPROPRt&t/fE FOR 
ALL ACCESS ROi•xDS AND THE SURROUNDING i .. REAu 

Ha- THE - A:PPLIC}"NT H:M, RECEIVED ,\PPR-OVAL FROM THE 
A.:PPROPRIATE §L4<,TE OF MARYLA.NOA.CENCIES. 

3-2020, as amended interlineation, indicated double sirike ttweHgk 
AND BOLD INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING 8 9 



BE IT FURTHER ENACTED by the County Commissioners of Kent County that this Act shall 
take effect on the 26thdav of June, 2020 -----"~ .., .. _._, ___ _ 

Read Third Time June 16, 2020 

PASSED this_!_§_ day of June, 2020 

Failed of Passage 

(SEAL) 

----------

By order of: 

Sondra M. Blackiston, Clerk 

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF KENT 
COUNTY,MARYLAND 

U-"~ 
P. Thomas Mason, President 

.---·--, ( __ ..) 
. ~.o~ \_:I\~ 

Ronald H. Fithian, Member 

/?/ / /~ / ,.ll' --z~~~ 
Robert N. Jacob, Jr., Member 

ORDERED a fair summary thereof of the entire bill shall be published in at least one newspaper of 
general circulation in the County, not less than three times at weekly intervals within a four-week period. 

BILL NO. 3-2020, as amended by interlineation, indicated by dcn1hfo gtrike through 
CAPITALS AND BOLD INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LA\V. 
Stt=ike-4:-FEH±gh indicates all matter deleted from existing la,N in the introduced BILL. 

9 of 9 




