COUNTY COUNCIL
OF

TALBOT COUNTY, MARYLAND

2020 Legislative Session, Legislative Day No. : June 9, 2020

Bill No.: 1446 *AS AMENDED*

Expiration Date:  August 13, 2020

Introduced by: Mr. Callahan, Mr. Divilio, Mr. Lesher, Mr. Pack, Ms. Price

A BILL TO AMEND CHAPTER 190 OF THE TALBOT COUNTY CODE (ZONING,
SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT) TO IMPROVE AND CLARIFY THE
PROCESSES FOR LICENSURE AND OVERSIGHT OF SHORT TERM RENTALS IN
THE COUNTY; AND TO AMEND THE STANDARDS FOR SAFETY FOR LICENSURE

By the Council:  June 9, 2020

Introduced, read first time, ordered posted, and public hearing scheduled on Tuesday. July 14,

2020 at 6:30 p.m. in the Bradley Meeting Room, South Wing, Talbot County Courthouse, 11
North Washington Street, Easton, Maryland 21601.

By Order
susan W. Moran, Secretary



A BILL TO AMEND CHAPTER 190 OF THE TALBOT COUNTY CODE (ZONING,
SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT) IMPROVE AND CLARIFY THE
PROCESSES FOR LICENSURE AND OVERSIGHT OF SHORT TERM RENTALS IN
THE COUNTY; AND TO AMEND THE STANDARDS FOR SAFETY FOR LICENSURE

SECTION ONE: BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF TALBOT
COUNTY, MARYLAND, that Chapter 190 of the Talbot County Code is hereby amended as
follows:

KEY
Boldface......................... Heading or defined term
..................... Added by Bill
.................. Deleted from law by Bill

..................... Existing law unaffected

WHEREAS, Talbot County has regulated the rental of residences for limited periods for many
years; and,

WHEREAS, in the Fall of 2018 in Bill 1401, the County Council significantly changed the
process for regulation of such rentals under Chapter 190 of the Talbot County Code, including
expanding the role of the Short Term Rental Review Board,; and,

WHE™ " \S, the County Council asked the Short Term Rental Review Board to  dertake a
process to review the implantation of the changes imposed by Bill 1401 and make suggestions as
to how to improve the licensure and enforcement process; and,

WHEREAS, the Short Term Rental Review Board held a series of public hearings and work
sessions in August and September 2019 and made suggestions for changes to the County Council
on November 14, 2019; and,

WHEREAS, the County Council held joint work sessions with the Short Term Rental Review
Board in December 2019 and January 2020 to discuss and review such suggestions and discuss
possible amendments or additions to such suggestions; and,



WHEREAS, the County Council believes that the below amendments balance the rights of
primary residents for the quiet, peace and enjoyment of their homes with the property rights of
short term rental property owmers and improves the regulatory process for oversight of such
rentals.

* * *

190-33.20. Short-Term Rental
A. License required.

A license issued pursuant to § 190-63 of this chapter is required for all short-term rentals. Short-
term rentale withont euch license are nrohihited Anvone oneratino or advertising an unlicensed

st shall be subject to a fine of not
le m rental license for a period
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a. Location and design of site features such as landscaping, screening, fencing or parking;
b. Design of outdeor lighting such as height, intensity or shielding of lighting fixtures;

¢. Procedures and facilities for waste disposal;

d. Restrictions on hours of use for outdoor area on the property;

e. Distance of outdoor recreation areas to neighboring property lines; and

f. Duration of time prior to license renewal.

"he Board shall approve an application for a new short-term rental license unless the
Board finds that:

a. The license application is incomplete;

b. The applicant has made false, inaccurate, incomplete or incorrect statements in
connection with the application;

c. The applicant has not complied with the application notice requirements;

d. Issuance of the license would unduly disturb the peace of the residents of the
neighborhood in which the short-term rental will be located; and/or

e. There are other substantial reasons in the discretion of the Boarc vhy the license
should not be issued, in which event the Board shall deny the license.

\ll of the Board's decisions shall be in writing and the hearings shall be recorded so as to
allow transcription.

ppeals. Any party that participated in the hearing and is aggrieved by the Board's decision

may file an appeal to the Talbot County Board of Appeals within 30 days of the issuance of the
written decision. Such appeal shall be on the record.

6. ~ Renewal

A. Applications

L L

3. The renewal application shall include, and the applicant shall provide, without

limitation, any document required unde 1
toinclud “wouserule 1 toscal it
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190-78 Terms Defined

* * *

SHORT-TERM RENTAL

Any lease or other transfer of the right to occupy a dwelling unit other than a hotel,
motel, inn, or bed-and-breakfast establishment, for not less thar gt ind not
exceeding fourteen(14} weeks.

* * *

TRANSIENT OCCUPANCY

Occupancy of a hotel or miotel unit, inn, or bed-and-breakfast
or short-term periods, not less than one night nor more than four months.

x x x

SECTION TWO: If any provision of this Ordinance or the application thereof to any person or
circumstance is held invalid for any reason in a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity
does not affect other provisions or any other application of this Ordinance which can be given
effect without the invalid provision or application, and for this purpose the provisions of this
Ordinance are declared severable.

SECTION THREE: The Publishers of the Talbot County Code, the Talbot County Office of

Law, or the Talbot County Department of Planning and Zoning, in consultation with and subject

to the approval of the County Manager, shall be authorized to make non-substantive corrections
12



to codification, style, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, spelling, and any internal or external
reference or citation to the Code that is incorrect or obsolete, with no further action required by
the County Council. All such corrections shall be adequately referenced and described in an
editor’s note following the section affected.

SECTION FOUR: This Ordinance shall take effect sixty (60) days from the date of its passage.
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PUBLIC HEARING

Having been posted and Notice of time, date, and place of hearing, and Title of Bill No.
1446 having been published, a public hearing was held on Tuesday. July 14, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. in
the Bradley Meeting Room, South Wing, Talbot County Courthouse, 11 N. Washington St.,
Easton, Maryland 21601

BY THE COUNCIL

Read the third time.

ENACTED: August11, 2020 *AS AMENDED*

By Order

Susan W. Moran, Secretary

Pack - Aye
Divilio - Aye
Callahan - Aye
Price - Aye
Lesher ~ Aye

EFFECTIVE DATE: October 10, 2020
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