
COUNTY ORDINANCE NO. 25-08 

A BILL ENTITLED 

AN ACT CONCERNING Buffer Yards in Cluster Subdivisions Outside of 
Growth Areas: 

FOR THE PURPOSE of repealing and replacing Section 18: 1-76 D. or 1he Code 
of Public Local Laws of Queen Anne's County; applying vegetative buffer standards to 
major cluster subdivisions in all zoning districts outside the growth area; requiring the 
buffer be plan1ed prior 10 the is.~uancc of any permit; establishing the width of the buffer 
required: providing requirements for size and types of plant material; and generally 
addressing and revising the buffer yard requirement~ a~ regards cluster subdivisions; 

BY REPEALING AND REPLACING Section 18:1-76 D. of the Code of Public 
Local Laws of Queen Anne's County, Maryland. 

SECTION I 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF QUEEN 
ANNE'S COUNTY, MARYLAND that Section 18: 1-76 D. of the Code or Public Local 
Laws he and is hereby REPEALED AND REPLACED as set forth in "Exhibit A" 
attached hereunto. 

SECTION II 

BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that this Ordinance shall take effect on the forty­
sixth (46'h) day following its adoption. 

INTRODUCED BY: Commis.~ionerCorchiarino 

DA TE: July 8, 2025 

PUBLIC HEARING HELD: August 12, 2025 

VOTE: 5 YEA O NAY 

DATE OF ADOPTION: August 12, 2025 



Article XI Buffer Yards. 

§ IS: 1-76 Table of required buffer yards and s1reet buffers. 

D. Cluster stt0diir.•isieRs. In eases •;.chere a elus~eJ resieleatiitl elet'ele~f'Aenl is prAf'OSeEi iA aAy 
aaAiflg Elisuiet outside ef 1Re grov,cth a:Feas, the de,,ele~ing ~re1=1et=ty shall f1F8vide a vcgeta~ive 
bYt=fer of naEi'ie speeies A.long tRe perim:eler 13ropeJty liAe a miftiffll::lfft ef 3G f.eet in wi!J\1=1 
eeAsis~ing ef a M-liKEUfe ef ee.Aepy £Fees. eanopy treewhips, anEI HlEUure }?'laAI mateFial ef 
signiHea,u elensl1y le pFovide iMFAe0iMe BuUefiAg eapaei~y iA tl~e vieinil)' of the preposeEl 
de•,,elopme,u 10 pre,•iEle additieAal 19te£eo1iet1 f.er ~he e*is1iag and eettliRYiAg agrieulhtftd uses OR 
aeljaeeat &3F0penies. The l:,1;1fier will aee1;1:r ,:egaFEllef;.~ of 1Ae pr-esenee er absence of feqyjreS 
ElistFiet heundary. The Buffers may be useel ia eoftj-..notiOA tvilk MeeliAg Fel:(l:liFemeA~s of Ch&Jller 
I &:2. Fiorest Censervetion. The PlaaRiRg Direetor OF lhe PhtRAing CommisstoA, as a~~F8fH::ia1e 
(fer Ehe 1ype et· sYhEli•,cisioB app10val), may fne8ify lhe FequiremeRls of this seelioa if ~tFiet 
eemplianee wo1:1IEI Ret be lik:el~ ~0 ~re~eel aeljaeent Rgfie1:11etual londs ffem AuisaRee elaims er 
~amplaints. 
fAff!e11ded IQ 9 2~12 by OR.I. Ne. 12 09] 

D. l\!IAJOR CLUSTER SUBDIVISION: IN ALL ZONING DISTRICTS OUTSIDE OF 
THE GROWTH AREA, REGARDLESS OF THE DISTRICT BOUNDARY A MAJOR 
CLUSTER SUBDIVISION SHALL PLANT A VEGETATIVE BUFFER ALONG THE 
PERIMETER OF THE PROPERTY LINE PRIOR TO THE ISSUANCE OF ANY 
PERMIT. 

(1) THE BUFFER IS TO PROVIDE FOR IMMEDIATE BUl<'FERING 
CAPACITY AND ADDITIONAL PROTECTION FOR THE EXISTING AND 
CONTINUING AGRICULTURAL USES ON ADJACENT PROPERTIES AND 
MINIJ\,IALLY CONSIST OF THE FOLLOWING: 
(a) MIX 01'' NATIVE SPECIES; 
(b) 30 FEET IN WIDTH; AND 
(c) ALL PLANT MATERIAi. SHALL CONl<'ORM TO THE PLANT SIZE 

SPECll•'ICATIONS AS ESTABLISHED BY THE AJ\,IERICAN 
STANDARD FOR NURSERY STOCK ANSI Z60.l-2014, AS AMENDED, 
AND SHALL BE PLANTED TO THE FOLLO\l\llNG SPECIFICATIONS: 
(1) A MINIMUM 01" TWO STAGGERED ROWS OF EVERGREEN 

TREES THAT AT INSTALLATION, SHALL BE AT LEAST SIX FEET 
IN HEIGHT, PLANTED ON CENTERS OF SIX TO 12 FEET 
DEPENDING ON PLANT TYPE. EVERGREEN TREE SPECIES 
SHALL BE A VARIED MIXTURE OF COI\•IPATIBLE TYPES AND 
ACHIEVE A HEIGHT OF EIGHT FEET IN A MINIMUM OF TWO 
YEARS. 

(2) DECIDUOUS SHADE TREES WITH A MINIMUM SIZE AT 
INSTALLATION OF TWO-INCH CALIPER SHALL BE 
INTERSPERSED WITH THE EVERGREENS, PLANTED ON 
CENTER NO GREATER THAN 100 FEET. 



[3] UNDERSTORY TREES \:VITH A MINIMUM SIZE AT 
INSTALLATION OF ONE-INCH CALIPER OR SIX FEET IN 
OVERALL HEIGHT EACH PLANTED ON CENTER NO GREATER 
THAN 100 FEET. 

(4) SHRUBS, 18 PER EVERY 100 FEET, INTERMEDIATE OR TALL, 
WITH A MINIMUM SIZE AT INSTALLATION OF 24 INCHES IN 
HEIGHT OR 30 INCHES IN SPREAD. 

(d) l\{A Y BE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH REQUIREMENTS OF 
CHAPTER 18:2, FOREST CONSERVATION; AND 

(e} EXISTING HEALTHY VEGETATION WITHIN THE REQUIRED 
BUFFER AREA MAY BE USED TO SATISFY THE SPECIFIC BUFFER 
STANDARDS. 
(l)IN THE EVENT THAT HEALTHY VEGETATION WHICH IS 

INTENDED TO l\•IEET THE BUFFER PLANTING REQUIREMENTS 
IS CLEARED, DAMAGED, OR DESTROYED, THE VEGETATION 
SHALL BE REPLACED WITH THE SAJ\-IE SPECIES OR WITH AN 
APPROVED SUBSTITUTE. THE REMOVAL OF ANY EXISTING 
VEGETATION SHALL VOID ANY CREDIT RECEIVED AND A 
REVISED LANDSCAPE PLAN SHALL BE SUBMITTED. 


